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THE PURPOSE  

STATEMENT 

OF THIS 

CHURCH: 

 
 

Loving,  

living, and  

serving  

faithfully –  

uniting God  

and our  

neighbors. 

Newsletter 

Articles due to 

the office by 

email on the 

third Tuesday of 

the month. 

 

Weekly bulletin 

announcements 

are due in the 

office on Tuesday 

mornings. 

 As I write, Christmas is approaching and 
with its advance come the Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day services. I enjoy these services with 
their singing and joy. People come together with 
smiles, hugs, kisses, and warm words. We become 
a community brought together by and in Christ’s 
love. Oh, how I love these services. 

We sing the familiar carols and are flooded with memories of  
when we were just youth and family members who made Christmas a 
special time of  year. The messages of  the carols become clearer each 
year. As we grow and once again sing we realize how the focus becomes 
more and more about Christ’s love for us. 

The stories told by the scriptures, hymns, and even the culture re-
call a young couple huddled close hiding from the wind, unsure of  what 
will happen in the coming hours. I see working animals seeking a night of  
rest after a long day of  work. I see people walking around town through 
the dark night seeking shelter. I see people partying as they welcome long 
lost friends. The young couple sits among the animals, afraid, because 
they are alone. 

As the time comes for Mary to deliver her baby, the couple’s anxie-
ty nearly spins out of  control. They feel alone because that are far from 
home, family, and friends. Mary can’t call out for her mom or grandma or 
any family member to help her. It is Mary and Joseph alone in the night 
facing this moment. Finally, after hours of  preparation, the world wel-
comes a newborn boy. Mary and Joseph’s time of  worry has ended and 
they hold their son. 
 I see a welcome that night unheard of  before or since. The work-
ing animals moving around to witness the first moments. The pets and 
small animals scurrying among the large animals and people coming from 
the fields because they have heard singing in the heavens and voices tell-
ing them to come into the city to see for themselves what God has done. 

I see confusion in the faces of  the shepherds and farmers. I see glances 
from people who have been attracted by the activity just outside of  town. 

Cont. on Pg. 5 
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC CORNER . . . 

By Elaine Hessil 

 December has kept everyone ‘on their toes’!!  Some happenings were planned and some 

were not.  As mentioned in last month’s “notes” , Janel, Dale, Claudia, Stephanie and Karen suc-

cessfully participated in the Red Kettle Mass Ring at Mall of  America to break the Guinness Book 

of  World Records for the most ringers in one group-664!   It was a challenging, exhausting experi-

ence but they were thrilled to be a part of  it!  We did a smaller version of  Red Kettle ringing when 

we had an ensemble of  4 ring in front of  Walmart on Black Friday, November 25 .  Thanks to Mi-

chael, Don, Claudia and Ruth for the 1st hour and Claudia, Karen, Stephanie and Elaine the 2nd 

hour.   Thanks to Tom Reinl for matching the contributions for that day.  We do indeed have 

some hardy souls ringing!    In June they rang/marched in 90+ degrees under a blazing sun for the 

Fathers’ Day parade and in November ‘chimed’ in 30 drizzly degrees – kudos to all of  them for 

the extra effort.  On Dec. 3 a 4 ringer ensemble rang for the Red Kettle at Vern’s Cheese – in-

side!!!.  All of  these occasions were fun to do! 

 The context of  the Ebenezer Brass Hand bell concert was to illustrate how life/music is 

not always harmonious but with God’s help life can all come together.  It certainly came true as 

the month of  rehearsals took place – 1 member needed surgery, 1 had a slight concussion, 2 were 

sick for 1 rehearsal, 1 was on vacation, and then came the weather.  With a lot of  cooperation, 

hard work and capable subbing from Jill Sippel & William Elliott the music all worked.  A huge 

thank you to all the ringers that put so much effort into the concert on Dec. 18 plus a huge thank 

you to all who attended on that frigid Sunday!!  God’s plan really does work!!  

 You may have noticed that the Jeris Waldvogel scholarship was not presented on Nov. 27 as 

originally planned.  The recipient, Nathan Stenz needed to be back in Madison that day so, as of  

this printing, the presentation is planned for Jan. 8.  

 Thank you to Patrick Marx for playing the piano for the prelude on Dec. 18, before the 

Sunday School program.  We’ll look forward to hearing from him again as well as any other instru-

mentalist.  

 The Christmas services will be filled with the joy of  music.  Ebenezer Brass will participate 

in the 7 PM worship,  Don & Kyle Pingel will render their traditional “O Holy Night” for 11 PM 

service on Dec. 24.   Karen Cmejla will offer “Mary Did You Know” as a bell tree solo on Dec. 

25. 

 We’re anticipating that the rebuilding of  the pipe organ will begin in January.  That means 

that the technician, Tom Salzman, will take some of  the parts back to his shop in Appleton to 

releather and rebuild and some parts may be left in the Fellowship Hall.  The project will take ap-

proximately 2 months.  The piano and keyboard will be used in place of  the organ during that 

time.  At present there are several notes that he had to just take off  because they stuck or just 

wouldn’t play.  We’re excited to have the organ fully updated!!! 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTS CORNER…. 

 As I sit in front of  this computer and stare at my white blank word document page trying 

to think of  something to write, I find myself  reminiscing back to all the years I have spent on the 

church council board. What a ride it has been! This will most likely be the last article I will be 

writing for the “Eagle” newsletter; at least as your President. I may end up writing other articles 

for other occasions, but it is time for me to step down and allow someone else to fill my shoes in 

the presidency position. Many parts of  me will miss this position but I’ve come to realize there 

are many other facets of  this great Ebenezer organization I can become a part of. I have certainly 

learned and grown a lot these past few years taking on responsibilities and roles that I’ve never 

had to do before. Most have been positive and good, encouraging and rewarding; some have 

been negative and challenging, but I certainly have grown and matured in many aspects of  life 

and church business. I feel is has actually made me a better person!  

 As I write this, Christmas is only a few days away. I feel so very, truly blessed! Other than 

my normal aging aches and pains that we all encounter as we mature over the years, I am very 

healthy and for that I am very grateful. My family is healthy and very loving and supportive. I’ve 

got two wonderful grandchildren who fill up any spare time I might have with laughter and joy; 

three wonderful children with delightful significant others, a loving husband and I certainly can’t 

forget my father, who never ceases to amaze me with his energy and wit. It’s not only my imme-

diate family where I find my blessings, though; it’s also my church family! All of  you have been so 

encouraging and supportive through all my ups and downs these past few years. I truly mean this. 

All of  you are a big part of  my life!!! Without your love and support, there would be a major 

void. Words can’t even come close to expressing my gratitude for all of  you-my church family! 

The smiles, joy, laughter, hugs and conversation I receive each Sunday absolutely fills my heart. 

  As I see the beautiful lights and decorations bounce off  the walls inside the church during 

this holiday season, it reminds me of  the warmth and beauty within each one of  us. Just as the 

Christ King was born to receive us, we must be reminded to receive Him into our hearts. As the 

old adage goes, “It is better to give than to receive.” The Lord shall receive us with open arms as 

we give our heart and soul to Him. We will find peace and comfort when doing so. Though some 

may feel sadness for the loss of  loved ones during this time of  year, we must look for the good 

and be grateful for what we find. We must look for that “glass that is half  full”.  

 Remember the reason of  this Advent season—Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace, but the great-

est of  these is Love. As we light the Christ Candle this Christmas, receive Him and His Love into 

your life! 

 Take the time to pray and be grateful for even the littlest things in life!!! Remember, there 

is always someone out there who is worse off  than you!!! 

Peace and Grace during this blessed holiday season, 

Your Church President, Karen Cmejla 
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MISSION  EDUCATION NEWS 

 

The Mission Committee would like to thank everyone that baked cookies or made candy for our 
recent Cookie Walk. We are very happy to report a profit of  $1200!  Also thank you to Shirley 
Lisowe for all of  the work she did on the House Walk which was very successful also..  Thank 
you all!!  

Our Chick Project is back for the second year. Help is needed in the Caribbean more then ever 

due to Hurricane Matthew and the devastation that it left behind. FOOD FOR THE POOR 

works with the people in this area , helping them to help themselves. One of  the best solutions to 

poverty is to provide self  sustaining solutions. The gift of  baby chicks provides a family with not 

only a sustainable protein source from the eggs but also supplemental income from extra eggs. 

Last year we bought about 250 chicks and our goal this year is to surpass that by 100! Please 

count your blessings and give generously! 

 

 We will again be taking a collection for the Eastshore Humane Society in Chilton. Items needed 

are: Purina Complete Dog Chow, Purina Healthy Weight Cat Food, Friskies  Pate canned Cat 

Food, Bleach, Cat Toys, Soft scrub, liquid hand soap, Forever Stamps for sending out educational 

info and brochures and lastly cash which is needed for operating expenses and improvement  

projects. All of  these creatures need our help while they are waiting for their forever home.  

Please help our furry friends! 

 

And when you are getting ready for the holidays and realize that you have too much stuff,  don't 

forget about Ebenezer. We are planning a Rummage Sale for April 2017 but need your items. Our 

rummage room is empty!! Please drop off  items during office hours or when you come to wor-

ship on Sunday. No TVs or electronics please. Tidy up your house  while you help us to help oth-

ers! 

 

Thank You 

 

We thank everyone who remembered us with Christmas gifts. We are blessed to serve a warm, 
welcoming, and loving community of  God’s children striving to bring the kingdom of  God to 

earthly reality.  
 

Thank you so much for your love. 
 

Pastor Mike and Heather 



Happy Birthday 

  

May God bless your years and 
may you  

continue to bless Ebenezer! 
 
 
 

Denton Aebischer   02 
Linda Dorn    06 
Janice Kloehn   08 
Tiffany Knoespel   22 
Andrew Papendieck  22 
Herbert Woelfel   23 
Andrew Van Hoorn  26 
Jarrid Kress    28 
Claudia Brown   31 
Natalie Adamietz   31 

 
Be sure to help yourself  to a 

copy of  the January/February 

devotional guide, “The Upper 

Room”  available in the narthex. 

The large print should be    

available shortly. 

Photographers and Writers 

Needed! 

If  you wish to write an article for the 

newsletter or have any photos you have 

taken of  church related events/people 

that you are  willing to share, please send 

them to Heather in the office  by email 

(ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com).  We want to 

hear from you! 
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 Cont. from pg. 1  
The sophisticated urban people missing the blessing of  a newborn child in a dark shelter de-
signed for animals, thinking if  this were significant there would be important people in attend-
ance,  not cows, donkeys, sheep, and a few lowly shepherds. 

Two thousand years later we sometimes miss the significance of  that time in a dark place 
outside the city, home to a few animals and pets and now a baby boy fawned upon by his mother 
and father. We get wrapped up in presents, lights, and all kinds of  lists. We look the other way be-
cause the manger holds a baby, nothing special, just another baby.  
 This baby has come to save humankind. This child will teach us. This child will die for us. 
This child will rise again for us. This child is our Lord and Savior. 
 Come and sing the songs of  thanksgiving, joy, and wonderment. Come let us worship the 
newborn babe. 
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Council Minutes:  December 18, 2016 

Meeting called to order at 10:50 a.m.  Members present:  Karen Cmejla, Jamie Plate, Dale Hintz, 
Kelly Kress, Kelly Brown, Stephanie Ademietz, Fred Kubichka, and Pastor Mike.  Kelly Kress 
made a motion to approve November’s minutes and today’s agenda.  Dale Hintz seconded.  Mo-
tion carried. 

Finances Report: 

Our November revenue is $10,104. 

Our November expenditures are $8,360. 

Our general fund balance as of  November 30th, 2016 is $77,234. 

Our current balance is $269,141. 

Jamie Plate made a motion to accept the financial reports and a partial of  November’s bills.  
Dale Hintz seconded.  Motion carried.   

Minister’s Report: 

Ebenezer is averaging an attendance of  75 per Sunday with an average Sunday offering of  
$1957.  Pastor Mike is going to be busy making many home visits over the next couple of  
weeks. 

Committee Reports: 

●     Christian Ed/Music-The Sunday School Christmas Program was held this morn-
ing, during service, and the kids all did a great job.  Many thanks to Shirley Lisowe, 
and all of those who helped.  The Hand bell concert will be held this afternoon at 4:00 
pm with a luncheon to follow. 
●     Evangelism-No new news.  The next meeting will be held in January 2017. 
●     Mission-The House walk was a huge success—raising $1568.  The cookie walk 
was also a big success—raising $1185.90.  Many thanks to everyone who donated 
their time and opened their homes. 
●     Property-No new news. 
●     Stewardship-No new news. 
 

Old news 

 **We are still looking for interested members to join the Church Council next year--if  you are 
interested, please see any of  our council members. 

The new sound system is in and sounds phenomenal. 

The new copier/company is working well. 

Christmas cards were mailed out 12/17/16. 

The Annual Meeting will be held on January 22, 2017.   Cont. on pg. 7 
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Cont. from Pg. 6 

New Business: 

All reports must be turned into Heather by January 3, 2017—needed to get ready for annual 
meeting. 

  **The next council meeting will be Tuesday, January 3rd, 2017.  This council meeting will be held 
due to the fact of  time restraints, for everyone's schedule, at our meeting today.  We will need to 
have time to discuss and approve the budget--which will be the main topic of  discussion at our 
January 3rd meeting, which we need in order to get the budget put together and the agenda sent 
out in time before the annual meeting. 

 Stephanie Ademietz made a motion to adjourn the meeting.    Fred Kubichka seconded.  Motion 
carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 

Council Secretary,  Jamie Plate 

 

Thank you 

Thank you to everyone who gave their time and talents decorating the church, giving to the Cook-
ie Walk, having the House Walk, and participating in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day ser-
vices. Your gifts were inspired. 

Peace, Pastor Mike 
 

Sunday School Program and Bell Concert 

 

 Sunday, December 18 was a day to remember at Ebenezer as we are blessed by the youth in 
the Sunday School Program. The kids did a great job as they showed us the love of  Christmas. 
Special thanks go out to Shirley Lisowe for her dedication and love for the kids bringing their tal-
ents to the forefront. 
 Sunday afternoon we gathered and received another Christmas blessing from the Bell 
Choir as they used the talents of  our musicians to bring forth a message of  love and grace 
through the beautiful sounds of  the hand bells. We were blessed to witness their contribution to 
Christ’s love. 
 Thank you to all who worked behind the scenes that day providing expertise with the 
sound system, set design and construction and cooking and serving the meal after the concert. 
Without your services the programs would have been less joyous and meaningful. 
 

Peace, Pastor Mike 

Congratulations 

 

Congratulations go out to our recent college graduates: Jordan Kress (UW-Oshkosh) and Tim 
Sabish (from UW-Stout). Blessings go out to you and your families as you celebrate your hard 
work and dedication. 
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Ebenezer United Church of Christ 

Treasurer's Report 

Nov. 30, 2016  

        

31-Oct-16        $    265,087      

November 
Revenue:          $      10,104      

General Fund Balance 11/30/16        $      77,234  

  Offering    $          5,984      

  OCWM    $               10      

  
OCWM- United Com-
munity Card    $               16      

  Bulletin Contributions    $               50      

  
Sunday School Mis-
sion Work    $               57      

  Rent    $             825      

Total revenues Per Reinl    $          6,942      

  
Restricted Funds 
Difference    $          3,197                  Balance   $      80,620  

  
Unrestricted Funds 
Difference    $             (35)                 Balance   $    110,356  

  Total Revenues    $        10,104      

November Expenses  Per Reinl             
 $       
(8,360)   

November Adjustments Per Reinl *****    $        2,126    

Payroll Taxes Paid in November (October)   
 $          
(747)   

Payroll Taxes to be Paid in December (November)     $           931     $           931  

Balance as of November 30, 2016    $    269,141     $    269,141  

** Balance of the stocks we received as a donation    $                    -    

*****Offerings consists of Envelopes, Loose Coins, Electronic Offerings.   Rent includes the Spanish Ministry Rent, Hap-
py Hour, Parsonage Rental. The November adjustment per Reinl was due to funds moved to the Restricted Fund for 

Sabbatical Fund and Youth Group/Ministries and Camp fund. That are allocated every year to these accounts from the 
budget. 



 

44 Washington St. 

Chilton, WI 53014 

920-849-4331 

www.ebenezerchilton.org 
ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com 

(office) 

pastormike79@hotmail.com 

(pastor) 
 

Ebenezer UCC Chilton 
Office Hours:   

Mon - Thurs 11AM-4 PM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

2 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

3 

ALL RE-

PORTS DUE 

Council Mtg 

6 PM 

4 

Confirmation  

6-7:30 PM 

Hand bells 6:30 

PM 

5 6 

 

7 

 

8 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 PM 

11 

Confirmation  

6-7:30 PM 

Hand bells 6:30 

PM 

 

12 Men’s  

Brkfst @ 7 

Angels 8:30 

AM 

 

13 

 

14 

 

15 Evangelism Cmt mtg 

8:30AM 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Council Mtg after service 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

16 

Century 

Ridge     

Worship  

10 am 

17  

EAGLE 

ARTICLES 

DUE 

18 

Confirmation 6-

7:30 PM 

Hand bells 6:30 

PM 

 

19  

Women’s 

Guild Mtg @ 

7 Angels  

1 PM 

20 

 

21 

 

22  ANNUAL MEETING 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

23 

 

24 

Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 PM 

 

25 

Confirmation 6-

7:30 PM 

Hand bells 6:30 

PM 

 

26 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

 

30 

 

  

31 

 

 

 

 

   

 

January 2017 Ebenezer United Church of Christ 

Rev. Michael Safford-Kennedy 

Date Ushers Readers 

1 Church Council None 

8 Sunday School None 

15 Jim & Penni Gleason 

Glen & Rita Pingel 

Skyler Goerl 

22 Steve & Chris Stenz 

Don & Connie Waldvogel 

Patrick Marx 

29 Kristi & Ryan Schnell, Tiffany Porsche, 

Kurt Knoespel 

Teagan Sabish 


