
As we enter a new calen-
dar year most of us look 
back at the past year and 
take stock of where we 
have been and where are 
now. The church does 
this too sometimes in a 
formal way, through an 
Annual Meeting, and 
sometimes informally by 
telling stories. I’ll take a 
few lines and offer my 
story of Ebenezer. 
 

Not surprisingly the most 
important part of 
Ebenezer’s story in 2015 
was its continued search 
for a settled minister. The 
Search Committee contin-
ued to read ministers pro-
files, conduct phone in-
terviews with a few and 
spend much time in pray-
er. The hours of reading, 
interviewing and praying 

left the committee feeling 
the enormity of their task 
but with the knowledge 
they were in your prayers 
and in the presence of the 
Holy Spirit they contin-
ued to move forward the 
entire year. Toward the 
end of the year they 
found a new possibility in 
their search. The Search 
Committee and the Asso-
ciation, together working 
closely have agreed to 
permit me to submit my 
profile for consideration 
as your settled minister. 
Please keep the Search 
Committee in your daily 
prayers as they, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, 
continue to search for the 
right minister for you. 
 

The church continues to 
grow in giving and attend-

ance but perhaps even 
more important is the 
participation of people, 
the energy of people, and 
the joy of people contin-
ues to rise. So often we 
focus on the easily meas-
ured items such as attend-
ance, membership num-
bers and giving that we 
forget the other ways of 
seeing   Cont. on pg. 4  

The glorious music of 
Christmas abounds 
throughout December! 
It began with the Advent 
congregational songs in 
November and really 
came alive with the Bell 
Choir concert on Dec. 6.  
A huge thank you to 
Ebenezer Brass ringers – 

Don, Michael, Ruth, Ka-
ren, Stephanie, Claudia, 
Ellie & Riley plus those 
that faithfully ‘filled in’ – 
Jill & Jeremy Sippel, Dale 
Klika and Andrea Du-
Well.  Special thanks to 
the vocalists: Mary Paul 
(Ruth Aebischer’s sister), 
Don Pingel & Chris 

Stenz.  The text of their 
songs were most appro-
priate.  Thanks to the 
‘angels’: Addison Brown, 
Meghan Adamietz & Na-
tale Adamietz , 
‘shepherded’ by Kelly 
Brown.  Thanks to many 
family members that  
Cont on pg. 4 
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THE PURPOSE  

STATEMENT OF 

THIS CHURCH: 
 

Loving, living, and 

serving faithfully 

– uniting God 

and our  

neighbors. 

Katy 

DaNisha 

Lorraine 

Arlene 

Joe 

Tod 

Jane 

Louise 

Sheri 

John 

Mark 

Prayer Requests 

Dollie  

Pat 

David 

Marlene 

Larry 

Joan 

Duane 

Dale 

If you wish to add/remove 

a name to this list, please 

contact the office.  We 

wish we could add last 

names, but since this 

newsletter is also pub-

lished on the internet, it 

would not be prudent. 



Ebenezer  
United Church of Christ 
 

 

Rev. Michael  

Safford-Kennedy 
 
44 Washington St. 

Chilton, WI 53014 

920-849-4331 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2 

 

3 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 3 PM 

4 

Confirmation 

Class 5:30 PM 

5 

 

6 

Bell Practice 

6:30PM 

Xtra Bell Help 

6PM  

7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Children’s Sunday 

Sunday School 8:30 AM 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 3 PM 

11 

Confirmation 

Class 5:30 PM 

12 

 

13 

Bell Practice 

6:30PM 

Xtra Bell Help 

6PM  

14 

Men’s Brkfst 

@ 7 Angels 

8:30 AM 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

Sunday School 8:30 AM 

Evangelism mtg 8:30 AM 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Church Council mtg after service 

Spanish Ministry 3 PM 

18 

Confirmation 

Class 5:30 PM 

19 

EAGLE  

ARTICLES 

DUE 

20 

Bell Practice 

6:30PM 

Xtra Bell Help 

6PM  

21 

Women’s 

Guild @ 7 

Angels 1 PM  

22 23 

24\31 

Sunday School 8:30 AM 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Ch. Ed & Worship Mtg after service 

(24th) 

Annual Meeting after service 

(31st) 

Spanish Ministry 3 PM 

Eagle Published 

25 

Confirmation 

Class 5:30 PM 

26 

 

27 

Bell Practice 

6:30PM 

Xtra Bell Help 

6PM  

28 29 30 

 January 2016 

www.ebenezerchilton.org 
 

ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com 

(office) 

pastormike79@hotmail.com 

(pastor) 

 

Ebenezer UCC Chilton 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  

11:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Newsletter 

Articles due to the 

office by email on 

the third Tuesday 

of the month. 

 

Weekly bulletin 

announcements 

are due in the 

office by Tuesday 

mornings. 

Church Council Jan 6 

Sunday School Jan 13 

Denny & Ruth 

Aebischier 

Glen & Rita Pingel 

Jan 17 

Steve & Chris Stenz 

Don & Connie 

Waldvogel 

Jan 24 

Kristi & Ryan 

Schnell 

Tiffany Porsche 

Kurt Knoespel 

Jan 31 

Ushers 



From the President’s Desk     by Karen Cmejla 

By the time this reaches you, 

Christmas will have 

come….and gone! We will be 

ringing in the New Year! With 

this usually comes along many 

“resolutions”.  As I reflect on 

this past year, Ebenezer has 

been very busy and has thrived 

wonderfully. Many thanks go 

out to several members remem-

bering Ebenezer with their 

many gifts in memorial dona-

tions. With these memorials, it 

reminds me that the awareness 

of “church” and “God” have 

not been lost as some seem to 

think it has! Our “Wish List” 

keeps changing as several items 

have been checked off while 

other items have been added 

on.  

As I reflect back to some of the 

goals I stated at the start of my 

presidency, there are a few 

items I have accomplished and 

a few I have not. For those that 

I have not, I don’t really have 

any regrets because it’s not like 

I haven’t tried, it’s just that 

some things take time. I’ve, at 

least, started the ball rolling. 

Some of these include the new 

IT system. This is a major one 

that I knew was going to take 

time and money, but at least 

we’ve got a start on it. The Wi-

Fi has been updated so it can be 

accessed throughout the church 

and we’ve got a good start to-

ward donations for this. I’ve 

completed several estimates 

from different companies, now 

it’s just a matter of receiving the 

monies to fund this. 

Another one is our youth pro-

gram. We’ve started the funding 

for camp scholarships so the 

youth who wish to attend camps 

can do so in the future. Our Sun-

day School enrollment has in-

creased substantially which is re-

flected by the attendance we see 

on our “Children’s Sundays”. It is 

awesome to see. Although our 

once-a-month “youth night” has 

not taken off as well as I’d like to 

see, I know there is interest and 

we just need to tweek a few things 

to improve that. I’m confident this 

will take off eventually.  Also, the 

music program isn’t quite where 

I’d like it to be. We’ve tried to get 

the chancel choir up and running 

again by bringing in different 

groups throughout the year to in-

spire and spark the interest, but it 

just hasn’t quite happened yet. 

Again, I’m still confident this will 

happen. 

I’d like to think that I’ve helped 

Pastor Mike in ways to make his 

job easier. I realize this is a very 

trying time being an interim minis-

ter but please know the search 

committee is working diligently in 

their task to continue looking 

through profiles that the associa-

tion sends us. They’re just not re-

ceiving many to choose from and 

those they do look at, just don’t 

seem to be the right fit for us. It is 

a daunting task, to say the least 

and we should give them all the 

credit in the world for their dili-

gence and “pickiness” to find the 

right one! 

With the new year approaching, I 

guess my primary resolution would 

be to encourage anyone to step up 

to the plate to continue leadership 

in growing Ebenezer by volunteer-

ing your time to serve on the coun-

cil, or any committee, for that fact. 

It’s really not as bad as what one 

thinks. It doesn’t take a ton of time 

and it can actually be fun! You just 

have to go into it with the right atti-

tude. Please consider assisting this 

church to move forward. We’ve 

taken great strides thus far, so let’s 

continue down that road!  

Thank you for a great year as your 

church president. 
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The church will hold its Annual 
Meeting after service Sunday, Jan-
uary 31.  Reports are due in the 

church no later than Sunday, 
January 10. If you are submit-

ting a report please use Microsoft 
Word and e-mail the report to the 
church unless you make other ar-
rangements with Heather. This 
makes the preparation of the re-
port much easier and accurate. 
Thank you from the church office. 

Annual Meeting 



Thanks to the efforts of Brian Adamietz and the church council we have free Wi-Fi throughout the 
church. This allows the church to move forward with its goal of having audio-visuals as part of worship 
services.  

Microsot 

House Walk a Success! 

 

We are blessed to have such a fine group of 
teachers and helpers leading our children dur-
ing Sunday school week-to-week. The chil-
dren absolutely love their leaders. December 
20th we got to see our kids in the Christmas 
program. Each year Shirley Lisowe finds an 
idea for a program and then with the help of 
the teachers and helpers a program comes to 
life before our eyes. 
 
The program this year was entertaining, edu-
cational, and enjoyable. A special shout-out 
goes to Meghan Adamietz for her fine solo. 
Also a shout-out goes to Jennifer Pringle for 
her rendition of the Christmas star. 
 
The program was so good that Jennifer’s 
mother Kimberly went into labor during the 
program, stayed until the end before going to 
the hospital and delivering a 6 lbs. 10 oz. baby 
girl that afternoon! 
 
What will Shirley have for us in 2106? I can’t 
wait to find out! 

Reminder of the month 

Scrip is available through the office during office hours 

or on Sunday mornings for purchase.  Scrip is a pro-

gram where you buy a gift card for it’s stated value.  

No extra cost to you.  But the company donates a part 

of the proceeds back to the church for the sale.  Many 

local and online business are available for purchase.  

For 2015, the scrip program was able to donate 

$2,300.00 to the church.  Thank you for supporting 

this valuable program! 
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Church Wide Wi-Fi Now Available 

by Pastor Michael Safford-Kennedy 

The Christmas House Walk, held on Decem-
ber 5, was enjoyed by over 250 guests and was 
our 2nd best in attendance since this event be-
gan.  Thanks to the homeowners for their 
hospitality and allowing the community to 
tour their homes.  The gift basket winners 
were Elaine Hessil, June Geiser, Adella An-
halt, Joanne Lakin and Gail Hofberger.  Pro-
ceeds of over $1,700 will be forwarded to 
OCWM.  Thank you to all who attended and 
helped support this project. 

Christmas Program 

by Shirley Lisowe 

Happy Birthday 

 

Denton Aebischer  02 
Linda Dorn   06 
Janice Kloehn   08 
Jane Schroeder   12 
Betty Flack    15 
Tiffany Knoespel  22 
Andrew Papendieck  22 
Herbert Woelfel  23 
Andrew Van Hoorn  26 
Claudia Brown   31 
Natalie Adamietz  31 

Thank you to all who gave their time and in some 
cases their money to make the church so beauti-
ful this Christmas. Several people came on a Sat-
urday morning in early December and did most 
of the decorating. The tree was decorated by the 
Men’s Breakfast group and the poinsettias were 
donated by Dexter and Lynn Sattler. 
 
Thank you also goes out to everyone who made 
the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship 
services so very special. 

Lovely Christmas Decorating 

by Pastor Michael Safford-Kennedy 



Heather and Pastor Mike  
thank you for all of your 
gifts you have given to us 
during Christmas. Your 
thoughts and generosity 
are amazing. 
 

The children's Christmas program 
was presented on Sunday, Dec. 20 
during the 9:30 service.  This year's 
pageant, “A Christmas to Believe 
In” was about a young boy who 
isn't sure if he believes in Christ-
mas or not.  Our cast of characters 
did their best to make a believer 
out of him.  All the children did a 
wonderful job presenting this pro-
gram.  There will be NO Sunday 
School on December 27 and 
January 3.  We'll be taking those 
days for our Christmas break. 

While doing some cleaning 
and sorting at church Shirley 
and Ruth discovered a box of 
ink cartridges for an HP 
printer.  They are cartridge 
numbers 96 (for blank ink) 
and 97 (for tri-color).  These 
are no longer the cartridges 
used in the office.  If any of 
you have a printer that uses 
these ink replacements please 
let us know in the office and 
you are welcome to them. 

Ink Anyone? 

Sunday School News    
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Thank you 

the growth of the church.  Do people stay after church and talk 
around a cup of coffee? Do people slowly leave the sanctuary be-
cause they are talking and smiling and laughing with each other? Do 
people stop in the church office during the week to have a chat? Do 
people come to meetings with ideas and enthusiasm? In the church 
office we are streamlining and standardizing the way we do our busi-
ness so we can more effectively serve each of you and the communi-
ty. 
 
I have great hopes for Ebenezer in 2016. I believe this coming year 
will see significant events that will shape how we minister to our 
youngsters, our middlers, and our seniors, and also how we minister 
to the community. 2016 is going to be a great year and I thank God 
I am here with you to help lead you into the new year! 
 
Blessings to all of you! 

Faith in Chilton  cont. from pg 1 

helped usher, helped with props, worked in the kitchen.  The combined effort 
was certainly appreciated.   The most rewarding part were all the people that 
attended and stayed for food and fellowship – THANK YOU to all that at-
tended!! 
 
At the time of this writing we are looking forward to a variety of musical con-
tributions to the Christmas worship services.  Ebenezer Brass will integrate 
music into the 7 PM service.  Karen Cmejla will offer “Mary Did You Know” 
on the bell tree and Don 7 Kyle Pingel will continue the tradition of “O Holy 
Night” at the 11 PM service.  Gail Dedering will add the vocal selection, 
“Peace Carol” for the Christmas Day worship.  A sincere thank you to all that 
gave of their time and talents during this special season! 
 
We’ve missed putting a chancel choir together for Christmas – how about get-
ting at least 10 voices together for Easter (March 27)???!!!!! 
 
We also welcome new hand bell ringers – no music background needed! 
 
Congratulations to Karen Cmejla on an outstanding concert participation with 
the Oshkosh Community Hand bell Choir, “Encore” on Dec. 13.  They in-
deed perform some very advanced & exciting music.    

Notes From the Music Corner . . .    Cont from pg. 1 

by Shirley Lisowe 



Church Council Minutes   December 20, 2015    

Meeting called to order at 11:05.  Members present: Karen Cmejla, Andrea DuWell, Steve Stenz, Tiffany Porche, Kelly 

Kress, Stephanie Adamietz, and Pastor Mike.  Members not present: Nicole Moore.  Kelly made a motion to approve 

the November minutes as well as the agenda for today.  Steve seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Finances Report: 

Our November revenue is $10,197. 

Our November expenditures are $8,951. 

Our general fund balance as of November 30, 2015 is $67,638. 

Our current balance is $262,761. 

Steve made a motion to accept the financial reports and approval to pay the bills.  Tiffany seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Minister’s Report 

Pastor Mike shared with us a synopsis of what he has done from November through mid-December, including funer-

als, visitations, counseling, and Sunday School/ confirmation. 

 

Committee Reports 

Christian Ed/Music- The Christmas program today went wonderful! Thank you to all the teachers and Shirley 

for all you did today! 

Evangelism- Evangelism will be meeting on the third Sunday of every month before service at 8:30. 

Mission- The cookie/house walk went very well! Thank you to all who donated cookies! Please take a look at the 

two Christmas trees in the Narthex and help contribute to either the Eastshore Humane Society or donate 

for a chick to be given to a family who can benefit from this. 

Property- The AED will be installed next week. Some council members will view the video, however, it was de-

cided that the church will pay the $25 for any member who would like to be AED/CPR certified. Stephanie 

made a motion for the church to pay for any members who are interested in this certification. Steve second-

ed. Motion carried. Andrea will be looking into dates and times for the certification. 

Search committee- Pastor Mike is in the process of completing his profile to apply as our settled minister! He 

will go through the whole required process according to the association’s guidelines of being interviewed for 

the settled minister. His next contract will state he will be our “designated” interim minister for his next six 

months. 

Old Business 

Carpet Stretching- Karen will be talking with Chilton Furniture about stretching out the carpet in the front so 

it is not rippled. This will possibly happen after the first of the year. 

If anyone is interested in serving on the church council for the next three years, please talk to a council mem-

ber or Pastor Mike. 

 

New Business 

The 2016 budget was discussed and finalized for the congregational Annual Meeting on January 31st following the 

church service.  

 

Next council meeting will be Sunday, January 17th, following the church service.  Steve made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. Kelly seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 1:40. 

 

Council Secretary, 

Andrea DuWell 
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