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THE PURPOSE  

STATEMENT OF 

THIS CHURCH: 
 

Loving, living, and 

serving faithfully 

– uniting God 

and our  

neighbors. 

Katy 

DaNisha 

Lorraine 

Arlene 

Joe 

Tod 

Jane 

Louise 

Sheri 

John 

Mark 

Dollie  

Pat 

David 

Prayer Requests 

Marlene 

Larry 

Joan 

Duane 

Dale 
Brian 
Tammy 
Pat  
Jon  
Joyce 
Cleo 

If you wish to add/remove 

a name to this list, please 

contact the office.  We 

wish we could add last 

names, but since this 

newsletter is also pub-

lished on the internet, it 

would not be prudent. 

 The Lord has blessed me. 
Thank you, Lord. Thank you to 
God’s children at Ebenezer. I am 
excited and humbled that you 
have seen fit to allow me to be 
the settled minister here in this 
blessed church in the midst of  a 
delightful city. 
 Each day I look at the   
pictures of  the past ministers who 
have faithfully served this church. 
I promise them that I will carry 
on their work using the gifts God 
has given me. Their work, love, 
and vision has brought Ebenezer 
to where it is today and I pray I 
will be able to serve and lead as 
well as they have served and led. 
Their stories are found in the   
biographies, on the walls through-
out the church, and in the stories 
told each week. As the years pass 
our ministry together will be    
remembered and stories will be 
told. 
 We are continuing a story 
that began nearly three years ago 
when Rev. Art Wille called me 
asking if  I would consider doing 
interim ministry in Chilton. I met 
with Ken Lisowe, Don Waldvo-
gel, and Karen Cmejla on a very 
hot Monday evening and we 
agreed to have me serve for six 
months. Now, nearly three years 

later the stories will continue to be 
created for a long time. 
 The stories we have already 
created have seen us do many things 
right. (There are just a handful of  
stories I have I wish I could redo as I 
haven’t always been the minister I 
want to be.) The stories we create in 
the  coming years will, I pray, be sto-
ries of  a faithful people growing in 
faith and spreading the joy and com-
passion of  that faith to family, friends 
and people throughout the Greater 
Chilton area. 
 I believe God has important 
work for us in the years to come. The 
work is easy to state as it has been for 
2000 years; spread the gospel of     
Jesus Christ to all people.  How we 
do that work is the theme of  the   
stories we will write and the stories 
we will pass down to our children. 
We will do many things right and 
probably a few wrong. We will always 
move forward, never fearing to fail 
and never fearing to succeed.  May 
the God of  our ancestors, our God, 
bless us as we do the work of  your 
Kingdom. 



Ebenezer  
United Church of Christ 
 

 

Rev. Michael  

Safford-Kennedy 
 
44 Washington St. 

Chilton, WI 53014 

920-849-4331 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Pastor on  

Vacation 
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Pastor on  

Vacation 

3 

Pastor 

on  

Vacation 

4 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

5  

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

6 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

7 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

8 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

9 Men’s Brk-

fst @ 7 An-

gels 8:30 AM 

 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

10 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

11 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

12 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

Pastor on Vacation 

13 

Pastor on  

Vacation 

14 

FLAG DAY 

15 

 

16 

Women’s 

Guild @ 7 

Angels 1 PM  

 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 FATHER’S DAY 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Father’s Day Parade w/ Float 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

20 

Church Council 

mtg 6:30 PM 

21 

EAGLE  

ARTICLES 

DUE 

22 

 

23 
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25 

26 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

Eagle Published 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30   
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www.ebenezerchilton.org 
 

ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com 

(office) 

pastormike79@hotmail.com 

(pastor) 

 

Ebenezer UCC Chilton 
 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  

11:00 AM-4:00 PM 

Newsletter 

Articles due to 

the office by 

email on the third 

Tuesday of the 

month. 

 

Weekly bulletin 

announcements are 

due in the office by 

Tuesday mornings. 

Church Council 5 

Don & Connie 

Waldvogel, Steve & 

Chris Stenz 

12 

Brian Adamietz 

Family 

 

19 

Terry Shenkus, 

Linda Edgington, 

Don & Diane  

Sattler 

 

26 

  

Ushers 
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC CORNER . . . 

By Elaine Hessil 

 As the season for Ebenezer Brass hand bell choir comes to a close in May it is worthy to 
reflect on the commitment of  individuals that come together to praise God with music.  Follow-
ing are the ringers that made up this year’s hand bell choir and the number of  years each has been 
committed to ringing.  
Don Waldvogel – 25 years (Became a bass ringer when his wife, Jeris, started the choir in 1991): 
Lynn (Michels) Merino – 24 years (Lynn’s son, Matt and daughter, Mary Margaret also rang); 
Ruth Aebischer – 23 years; Karen Cmejla – 16 years  
(daughter Andrea also rang & was sub until Christmas this year);  Ellie Papendieck – 16 years 
(rang until Christmas this year; son, Andy & daughter Allana also rang);  Michael Bratz – 5 
years  (previously rang with a Brillion church); Stephanie Adamietz – 5 years (her high school 
music background proved to be a real asset to ringing bells);  Claudia Brown – 3 years;  Riley 
Schneider – 1 year;  Dale Klika – 7 months.  The last 3 young ringers were very quick to grasp 
the techniques and the musical notations to meet the challenge of  ringing immediately with the 
advanced ringers – commendable!!!   They took advantage of  ‘jump start’ time before regular re-
hearsals.  In addition to these regular, faithful ringers this year we are grateful to Andrea DuWell, 
Jill & Jeremy Sippel, Gail Dedering and Janel Klika for being such willing, flexible, capable 
subs! Janel Klika has not rung for worship but frequently fills in various positions as needed.  
These many years of  committed ringing has meant hours of  rehearsal, moving of  equipment, 
early warm-ups and regular worship.  Being part of  the bell choir has often been a wonderful 
family experience between parent and child.    A former ringer, Lisa Herrick has requested to do a 
duet with Karen at her church this summer.  THANK YOU to all the ringers for their dedica-
tion.  A huge THANK YOU to Ruth Aebischer for keeping things organized and putting out the 
equipment on Sunday mornings.   We’ll look forward to having everyone return in fall (or maybe 
special music during the summer???)!!    We’re always welcoming new ringers too!! 
 It is always a part of  the music mission to be out in the community.  A bell ensemble rang 
for the memorial service at Century Ridge on May 12.  Watch and listen for Ebenezer Brass to be 
on the church float in the Summerfest parade on June 19.  This will be a new, exciting experi-
ence!!!!!  An ensemble will ring for the Cancer Relay for Life ceremony in New Holstein on Fri-
day, June 15. 
 We’re hoping to have a group of  our young instrumentalists provide special music in June.  
A variety of  musical offerings are always welcome!! 
 As Ebenezer enters a new era with Pastor Mike now as our settled Pastor we’re going to 
use hymn #62 as the opening hymn/prayer during June to propel our congregation forward. 
Come, share the Spirit, moving among us, weaving in and through this place; 
Breaking down the walls that split and divide, bringing wholeness to embrace.  
Come, Living Spirit, bloom in our hearts as when the desert bursts with life; 
Take thirsty souls, fill them with your love, and remove all greed and strife.  
In July we’ll have a hymn sing as pre-service music so pick out some of  your favorite hymns to 
suggest.   Please let Pastor or Elaine know if  you have any special music offerings or requests.  



Happy Birthday 

 

Ryan Schnell   01 
Erin Woelfel   05 
Eric Woelfel   05 
Kristine Pagel  08 
Kelly Lisowe   08 
Kevin Lisowe  09 
Ruth Roll   12 
Jay Schroeder  13 
Dean Pingel   14 
Jane Bolz   17 
Patrick Marx   18 
Heather Zipperer  19 
Vern Knoespel  21 
Dean Kloehn  22 
Marilyn Propson  22 
Julianna Dedering  23 
Brandon Wollersheim 26 
Matthew Kloehn  27 

May God bless your years and may 
you continue to bless Ebenezer! 

Page 4       The  Eagle 

Don’t Miss It! 
 

This year we will have a float for the 

Father’s Day parade here in Chilton.  

Please don’t miss it!  If  you have any 

questions or would like to be involved, 

please talk to Stephanie Adamietz 

(920-645-8707). 

Photographers and Writers 

Needed! 

If  you wish to write an article for the newslet-

ter or have any photos you have taken of  

church related events/people that you are  

willing to share, please send them to      

Heather in the office  by email 

(ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com).  We want to 

hear from you! 

Chilton’s Band-a-Rama 

 

The 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th grade and High School 
bands shared their talents and gifts with the 
good folks of  Chilton for an evening of        
musical enjoyment on Monday, May 9. Each 
grade displayed their command of  musical    
selections leaving the audience with vigorous 
applause and countless proud parents with 
beaming smiles. 
 
Ebenezer was well represented by: 
 5th grade: Claudia Brown, Clarinet 
   Emily Roehrig, Trumpet 
 
 6th grade: Noah Brown, Trombone 
 
 7th grade: Krysta Roehrig, Flute 
   Alexis Hardrath, Clarinet 
 
May God continue to bless each of  you as you 
develop your musical gifts. 

Father’s Day Parade 

 

 The Annual Father’s Day Parade will be 
Sunday, June 19 and we have a float in the       
parade. The Bell Choir will be offering music as 
we ride through the parade route.  
 We look forward to a fantastic time     
sharing our gifts with all of  Chilton. 

Search Committee 

Thank you to the search committee for 
your hard work throughout the past three 
years. We will not be able to fully appreci-
ate the extent of  your work but we will  
always remember the faith and devotion 
with which you served the church.  Bless 
you and thank you. 
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Sunday School  

Farewell 

 By Shirley Lisowe 
 

Our Sunday school year ended on May 15 
with a visit from staff  and pets from the 
East Shore Humane Association.  The chil-
dren had been designating their offerings 
this year for that organization and we were 
pleased to present them with a check for 
$547.03.  We also had a lesson on honesty 
using ice cream and chocolate syrup (oh, 
yes, Sunday School is fun!) and ended the 
morning with all the kids making their own 
ice cream sundae.  Thank you to our teach-
ers, Kristi Schnell, Tiffany Knoespel, Ann 
Gasch, Krysta Roehrig and Shirley Lisowe 
for the time and love given to these chil-
dren.  Thank you also to the the parents for 
recognizing the importance of  your child's 
Christian education and encouraging their 
attendance.  We had enrollment of  26 stu-
dents this year plus our 4 confirmands.  We 
will now be taking the summer off  and 
making plans for doing it all over again in 
fall.   

Farewell to My  

Confirmation Class 

 

 It is with great sadness that I send my   
confirmands into the world. Yes, I know I have 
prepared them for this day but I seem never to 
adequately prepare myself  for this day.  
 We have met nearly every Monday since 
last September. I have watched the girls grow in 
their faith, ask questions about the faith, and try 
to make sense of  church in today’s culture.  
 It has been a joy filled experience with 
them. I will miss their joys and concerns, the role 
playing we did, and the energy and happiness 
they brought with them. 
 My Monday evenings will not be as bright. 
I miss you. 
 

Peace and grace be with you, 
Pastor Mike 

Faith in Chilton 
 

 By the time you read this Up-
town   Chilton will probably have flow-
er planters   lining the sidewalks and 
streets. This was an idea brought up 
last fall when I asked people for ideas 
how we could change Chilton.  
 Don Waldvogel and Pastor Mike       
appeared before the Chilton Public 
Works Committee and the full Council 
to make our case this would be a great 
way to help make Chilton even more 
appealing for shoppers,   visitors, and 
residents. 
 Keep those ideas coming! 
 

Confirmation Class of 2016:  (L to R) Alexis Hardrath, 

Krysta Rhoerig, Callie Woelfel, Samantha Mitchell. 
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From the Council President’s Corner... 

By: Karen Cmejla 

 Where has the time gone? I can’t believe June is almost here. As we’ve all experienced 

the frustrations of  the cold spring, it feels as though winter has never left us and we’re about 

ready to hit summer with full force. Though it’s been a struggling spring this year for me and 

many others, I still love this time of  year when the earth starts to come alive again as trees turn 

green and fill out and spring flowers (my favorites being lilacs, daffodils, tulips, iris, and phlox) 

bring smiles and a glow to my face. The snow has melted and been replaced with lush green 

grasses and farmers tilling their soils and planting their crops. Some fields have already sprout-

ed their tiny little seedlings and as I go for walks out in the countryside, I’ve even had the joy 

of  experiencing one of  my favorite aromas-the smell of  fresh mown alfalfa. (Ahhh…brings 

back many childhood memories.) All the spring birds are chirping with their songs of  glory as 

the sun rises earlier and earlier each day and in less than a month we’ll have the longest day of  

the year and the day’s start becoming shorter again. (Uggg… depressing thought). It’s a joy to 

start grilling out at my dad’s house again as we’re overlooking Lake Winnebago watching the 

glorious sunsets! 

 With all this, brings much excitement to the life of  our church, also. The carpets in the 

alter area have been stretched to provide better safety so one doesn’t trip on the rolls and 

waves that were occurring in the carpet. Once that was done, we then had ALL the carpets 

throughout the church professionally cleaned including all the pads we sit on in the pews; even 

the steps and carpet up in the balcony. I felt like I should be walking in my stocking feet after 

that as it looked so fresh and clean!!! I shuttered when I saw a speck of  dirt on the rugs. Shirley 

Lisowe and Ruth Aebischer have finished doing most of  the in-house cleaning of  all rooms, 

closets, nooks and crannies that have accumulated “stuff ” over the years. They’ve even done 

the dreaded job of  washing many of  the windows. Don Pingel has done an awesome job 

grooming the outside, as well as maintaining the inside. Soon the gutters will get cleaned out 

and more flowers planted and another major project will get checked off  of  our wish list by 

replacing the West Fellowship Hall Entrance doors! What a face lift the church has experienced 

over the last few months!!! Spring cleaning in its utmost degree!! 

 More excitement occurred this spring as the search committee announced they had a 

candidate for our settled minister. After 5 years of  an interim minister (two years with Rev. 

Kathy Rust and three years with Pastor Mike), dozens of  profiles, communications with the 

Association, the search committee finally approached the council with the decision to accept 

Pastor Mike as our settled minister. We then brought it to a vote with the congregation to an 

overwhelming unanimous decision on the day of  the vote. Now granted, there may be some of  

you who didn’t want to show up on the day of  the vote (who may have voted against) but it 

was amazing to see the turnout that came and the excitement and enthusiasm that occurred on 

that day. I think most of  us can agree how the attitudes of  most members have become more  
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From the Council President’s Corner…  Cont. from pg. 6 

 

positive than negative with the changes that have been seen in the last few years. I know there is 

still work to be done, but things don’t happen overnight so be patient and express your concerns 

as we attempt to deal with them.  

 The evangelism committee has made many efforts to “get the word out” that Ebenezer is 

a great place to come and worship. They’ve made some “Welcome” favors for new members 

and visitors and the newest thing is getting the approval from the Chilton City government to 

disperse flower pots down main street of  Chilton as an evangelistic approach. We also have a 

float entered in the Father’s Day Parade with some Hand bell Choir members ringing out and 

Sunday School kids handing out candy to promote the excitement we’re experiencing at this 

wonderful church. I think they have a few other things up their sleeves to promote Ebenezer in 

the future, also. We’ll have to wait and find out to see what they are.  

 The Sunday School year has come to an end but the enthusiasm that has been seen by 

them is exciting. It’s been a long time since we’ve seen this many kids literally come “running” 

up to the Pastor for the children’s sermon. All the Sunday School teachers MUST be commend-

ed for a job well done throughout the year to keep this excitement going all year long. I know 

you’re looking forward to the reprieve during the summer months also. But the kids have more 

things to look forward to during the summer to keep their faith intact and that is attending a 

church camp of  their choice. Steph Adamietz has really been encouraging these camps to con-

tinue growing the faith of  our youth. She has a lot of  information and scholarships available for 

those interested. There are also a few bake sales as fund raisers coming up that we could use 

some of  those wonderful baked goods that we all love to eat. (I know, because I see us devour-

ing them during our coffee hours). Please contact her or the office if  you’re interested. Keep in 

mind, these camps are not just for the kids but also for parents or grandparents. It’s a great 

bonding experience, not only with each other but another type of  connection with our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 As I bring this to a close, remember to keep the faith and the enthusiasm going during 

these hot and steamy summer months coming ahead of  us. I know we all have a lot of  things 

going on with vacations, camping, traveling, etc., etc. but do keep the Lord and Ebenezer in the 

forefront of  our ventures. We have a good thing going here so let’s not take our guard down too 

much during the summer. We’d like to keep this momentum going when Fall approaches. 

 May the Lord be with you and God Bless Us All. 
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Ebenezer United Church of Christ 

Treasurer's Report 

30-Apr-16 

        

31-Mar-16        $    266,286      

April Revenue:          $      14,555      

General Fund Balance 4/30/16        $      72,617  

  Offering    $          8,200      

  
Interest 
Earned/Endowment Fund    $             546      

  OCWM- Rummage Sale    $             940      

  OCWM    $               45      

  
OCWM- United Communi-
ty Card    $               82      

  
Sunday School Mission 
Work    $             197      

  Rent    $          1,425      

  Donations- General    $             100      

Total revenues Per Reinl    $        11,535      

  
Restricted Funds Differ-
ence    $          3,020                  Balance   $      85,415  

  
Unrestricted Funds Differ-
ence    $               -                    Balance   $    108,815  

  Total Revenues    $        14,555      

April Expenses & Adjustments Per Reinl    $     (12,923)   

Payroll Taxes Paid in April (March)    $       (1,071)   

Payroll Taxes to be Paid in May (April)    $           801     $           801  

Balance as of April 30, 2016    $    267,648     $    267,648  

** Balance of the stocks we received as a donation (from the quarterly statement)   

Offerings consists of Envelopes, Loose Coins, Electronic Offerings.   Rent includes the Spanish Ministry Rent, Parsonage 
Rental and Happy Hour Rent. Restricted Funds had an increase to the Camp Fund and IT Fund. 
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Council Minutes:  May 15, 2016 

 

Meeting called to order at 11:10.  Members present:  Karen Cmejla, Jamie Plate, Kelly Brown, 

Kelly Kress, Stephanie Ademietz, Fred Kubichka, and Pastor Mike.  Dale Hintz was absent.  

Kelly Brown made a motion to approve April’s minutes, today’s agenda, and the Congregational 

meeting minutes.  Stephanie seconded.  Motion carried. 

Finances Report: 

 Our April revenue is $ 14,555. 
 Our March expenditures are $12,923. 
 Our general fund balance as of  April, 2016 is $72, 617. 
 Our current balance is $267,648. 
 Kelly Kress made a motion to accept the financial reports and May’s bills.  Kelly Brown Se-

conded.  Motion carried.  Two separate, anonymous, donations for carpet cleaning were re-

ceived totally $1200.  This leaves $19.82 as the balance of  what the church will be responsible 

for. 

Minister’s Report: 

 Pastor Mike shared with us a synopsis of  what he has done from mid-March through mid-

April including meetings, communion, correspondence, visitations, counseling, and Sunday 

School/confirmation.  Reminder—Pastor Mike will be taking vacation May 30th through June 

12th.  Joan Woelfel will cover the pulpit and Pastor Mike will be asking Jim Werner to cover 

pastoral care. 

Committee Reports: 

 Christian Ed/Music-Next meeting will be held 5/22/16. 

 Evangelism-The Father’s Day float is registered.  If  you would like to ride on the float and/

or hand out candy—please sign up.  Sign-up sheet is located in the back of  church.   Kelly 

Kress and Pastor Mike will be going to the City Council Meeting, on Tuesday May 17th, to 

discuss flower pots for around the city. 

 Mission-Ice cream social is in the works to be held on 7/13/16. 

 Property-A $500 donation for fellowship doors was received.  A new bid from Tri-City 

Glass shows 2 doors with 2 side lights—this being more energy efficient and $2000 less ex-

pensive.  The total cost would be $12,000.  Kelly Brown made a motion to approve installa-

tion of  the fellowship doors with money from the Memorial fund.  Jamie Plate seconded.  

Motion carried.   

Old Business: 

 Karen stopped at FVTC to discuss AED training and the cost would be approximately $38/

person and 3-5 hour class.  AED training is available through FVTC for those who are inter-

ested.   

 Annual review of  parsonage costs—tabled until next month. 



 

#TheEbenezerLife 
 

What is this?  
Stay tuned for more information  

throughout the summer.  
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Council Minutes:  May 15, 2016 Cont. from pg. 9 
 

 Karen will continue to do some more checking with other churches regarding Quorum of  

35%. 

 Rotation of  council members again tabled. 

 Penni Gleason is a certified baker with licenses and inquired, last month, into using the 

kitchen 1-2 times per week for her cake business.  Fred spoke with the city and the church 

would need to be state certified for her to use our kitchen.  We are unable to give permission 

at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 New member Sunday will be held on 5/22/16. 

 Ice cream social will be held on 7/13/16. 

 The camp fund has a balance of  $1900.  Stephanie will be holding a bake sale at Save A Lot 

in June and July to help keep the fund going.  The council has agreed to donate half  the cost 

of  camp, after deposit, for 2 of  our young adults to attend--with the exception that they as-

sist in fundraising.  Kelly Kress made a motion to approve and Kelly Brown seconded.  Mo-

tion carried. 

 A $2000 grant was received for the technology grant committee of  the NE Association of  

the WI conference, UCC.  The grant money must be used within 2 years.  This topic was ta-

bled until the June meeting. 

 Heather’s annual review will be held on 5/22/16.  Kelly Kress, Stephanie, Karen, and Pastor 

Mike will be conducting. 

 Stephanie made a motion to approve the cleaning of  the church and parsonage gutters.  Dale 

seconded.  Motion carried. 

**The next council meeting will be Monday, 6/20/16 at 6:30 pm. 

Stephanie made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Jamie seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

was adjourned at 1231 pm. 

Council Secretary, 

Jamie Plate  


