
 
Faith in Chilton 

   by Rev. Michael Safford-Kennedy 

 Where do you find God? During a hike? Reading a book? Watching a movie? Watch-
ing television? Visiting with a friend? Visiting with your parents? Reading the Bible? Wor-
shiping in church? Another way to ask the question is where do you feel whole? 
 I find God in many places and rarely the same place two days in a row. I find God at 
unexpected times and places. You may remember a few weeks ago I did a sermon with a soc-
cer ball, yes, I found God in the soccer ball that morning. God was telling me to use that 
ball, it will be a good illustration. 
 I find God in the Prelude and in the Bells. The music forces out of  me all the tension 
and uncertainty before the service. 
 I find God in the people I meet when walking my dogs. We share stories about our 
dogs and eventually our lives, our hopes and sometimes our sadness. 
 I am trying to minimize the stresses in my life, to not let my worries and anxieties re-
place God at the center of  my life. It is easy to let those anxieties become idols which de-
mand all my time, attention, and affection. I have been working on this part of  life since 
Easter. Some days I have more success than others but I can say my idols are shrinking in 
number and stature.  
 God has given a promise to stand beside me in good and bad, to walk through the 
dark valley and to emerge stronger and wiser on the other side. I am learning to trust more 
and deeper. It is a journey that will have no end as I grow as a Christian.  
 I invite you to name your idols and then start trusting God more than them. See what 
a difference your life will be when you worship God and not idols. 
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Confirmation Update 

 
 We have finished the first year of  our two-year program. The 
students spent the year focusing upon the Old Testament, learning 
about the prophets, the history of  the Hebrew people and the mo-
mentous events in the life of  the nation and how those events 
shaped the writings of  the Old Testament. 
 Next September we will welcome new confirmands who will 
enter their first year. The new students and the returning students 
will begin with the New Testament. 
 It was a wonderful year and I look forward to teaching the 
old and new confirmands in September. 
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Summer Offerings 

 

 Summer is approaching with its schedule of  family vacations. The call of  time at the cab-
in, lounging on a beach, or the yearly road trip to one of  our wonderful national parks makes us 
want to pack our bags right now! I understand these feelings.  
 Church attendance typically falls off  a bit during the summer because of  these family va-
cations but we need to remain faithful in our other spiritual disciplines. Daily prayer, daily Bible 
reading, daily living as a disciple and offering God our faithful financial giving are all practices 
which we need to exercise faithfully year-round if  we are to be good disciples of  Christ.  
 Please remember to send your financial offerings to the church when you are going to be 
gone on a Sunday. Remember to ask Pastor Mike for daily readings for your vacation.  
 Being a growing, maturing disciple is a rewarding experience. Let’s continue the faith 
practices throughout the summer. 

Window ledges in the sanctuary    

decorated for Memorial Day Sunday. 
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC CORNER . . . 

 As the bell choir season winds down at the end of  May, it is fitting to give a “shout out” 
to the faithful handbell ringers who participated this season.  The ringers are listed in the order 

of  the positions they usually play: Don 
Waldvogel , Dale Klika, Jill Sippel (long-term 
sub), Lynn Merino, Michael Bratz, Ruth 
Aebischer, Karen Cmejla, Stephanie Adamietz, 
Claudia Brown, Ellie Papendieck (Sept.-Dec.), 
and Janel Feldner .  Don completed 26 years 
of  ringing those bass bells!!!  Jill and Janel fre-
quently fill at various positions.  Jill brought 
Sierra  Bender  along from New Holstein to 
help ring in Ripon.  The Junior ringers, Me-
ghan Adamietz and JorJa Ninneman,  had their 
own selections but also were incorporated 
with Ebenezer Brass for a few selections.  
These folks not only provided special  worship 
music two times a month, but also attended 
weekly rehearsals, plus ringing for other com-
munity activities.  This also included a lot of  
equipment handling – no small task!!!  We 
hope to see everyone back when rehearsals 
begin in fall.  
 The bells do not sit idle during the sum-
mer.  Ebenezer Brass will be reciprocating mu-
sic participation by playing at Our Saviour’s  
UCC in Ripon on June 11.  You may recall 
that their Chancel Choir participated in a Feb-
ruary worship at Ebenezer.   An ensemble of  
four will play for the Relay For Life memorial 
service in New Holstein on July 14.  Karen 

will be playing the bell tree for the memorial service at Century Ridge on May 31.  We’re also 
hoping to have some other solo or tree selections during the summer.  
 The organ rebuilding is progressing so, hopefully, will be ‘up and running’ sometime in 
June.   
 As we look ahead to the summer months, we’re hoping to reactivate an instrumental trio 
from last year.  Toward the end of  June we’ll be asking everyone to submit their favorite hymns 
so there can be a sing-along time prior to July worship services.  On August  20,  we will wel-
come the ‘Musical Hammer Family Trio’ from Muscatine, Iowa.  
 Reminder:  Your suggestions or offers to provide special music are always welcome.  
Speak with Pastor or Elaine. 

 

Tables set and decorated for the Bell 

Ringers for Memorial Day Sunday 
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Newsletter Articles are normally due to the office by email on the third Tuesday of  the 
month (unless the last weekend of  the month is early, then it will be the second 
Tuesday).  Please always check the calendar.  Any articles submitted late cannot be 
included unless arrangements have been made with Heather. 
 
 

Weekly bulletin announcements are due in the office on Tuesday mornings. 

If  you wish to write an article for the newsletter or have any photos you have taken of  church re-

lated events/people that you are  willing to share, please send them to Heather by email 

(ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com).  We want to hear from you! 

 
Be sure to help yourself  to a copy of  the May-June devotional guide, “The Upper Room” in 

the Narthex.  There is regular and large print available. 

Council Minutes 

 Each month the minutes that have been published have been the unapproved and un-
corrected minutes.  The Council feels that this is a disservice to the Ebenezer community.  Too 
often things need to be changed after they have already been published in the Eagle.  To cor-
rect this, it has been decided that the minutes will now only be published in the Eagle after 
they have been approved.  As this is the first time, we have no minutes this month but they 
will be in for next month. 

 There is a concern that not receiving them until the next month’s Eagle is too late to 
keep abreast of  what is happening here at Ebenezer.  And the Council agrees.  So in addition 
to the minutes being published in the Eagle after their approval, they will be emailed to all 
members and printed copies will be available for pick up in the Narthex at church as 
well.  They will also be posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  That way, the Council 
hopes everyone will be kept informed in a timely manner.  And, of  course, if  you need a copy 
of  them in any other way, please just call the office and ask Heather. 

 We are all hoping that this will make it easy for everyone to stay informed and be in-
volved in everything that goes on here, as it is your church and we want you to be a part of  it! 



Happy Birthday 

 
Ryan Schnell      1 
Erin Woelfel     5 
Mark Pingel     5 
Kathleen Hoff     6 
Shelly Tyson     6 
Kelly Brown     8 
Kris Pagel      8 
Kyla Rona       9 
Charlie Kuhn   11 
Ruth Roll    12 
Jane Bolz    17 
Patrick Marx     18 
Vern Knoespel   21 
Jean Goeldi   22 
Dylan Tyson   27 
Judy Mastrocola   29 
 

May God bless your years and may you  
continue to bless Ebenezer! 
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A flower chart for 2017 is posted in 
the church entry, near the Upper 
Room rack.   Please feel free to sign 
up to provide flowers for either the 
altar or the communion rail to com-
memorate a special event or as a me-
morial.   

DIFFICULTY HEARING???    
Don’t forget the availability of  the 
Hearing Loop for anyone with 
hearing aids or the head phones 
available at the entrance to the sanc-
tuary.   

Bible Studies 

 We are taking the summer off  from Bible studies. 
In September, we will begin anew with a class discussing 
some of  Paul’s letters and a second class will be an adult 
Confirmation class. 
 The adult confirmation class will be a study using 
the youth materials but the discussions will be geared to-
ward adults and their experiences and questions. I’m 
looking forward to this. Everyone is welcomed to the 
class whether you are confirmed or not 

Beautiful flowering bushes on the West  side of  

the church. 



 

44 W. Washington St. 

Chilton, WI 53014 

920-849-4331 

www.ebenezerchilton.org 
ebenezeroffice@yahoo.com 

(office) 

pastormike79@hotmail.com 

(pastor) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT  

CALENDAR FOR THE 
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VERSION. 

  

 

 

 

1 2 

 

3 

 

4 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

Ch Ed & Worship mtg 

after service 

5 

 

 

 

6  

Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 PM 

 

 

7 

Hand bells 6:00 

PM 

 

8 

Men’s  

Brkfst 8:30 AM 

9 

WI Conf An-

nual Mtg 

10 

WI Conf 

Annual 

Mtg 

11 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

WI Conf Annual Mtg 

12 

Council Mtg 

6:15 PM 

13 

EAGLE  

ARTICLES 

DUE 

 

14 

FLAG DAY 

15 

 Women’s 

Guild Mtg @ 7 

Angels 1 PM 

16 

 

17 

 

18  

FATHER’S DAY 

Worship 9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

19 

Century 

Ridge     

Worship  

10 am 

20 

Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 PM 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Worship with Baptism 

9:30 AM 

Spanish Ministry 2 PM 

 

26 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

29 30  
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Date Ushers  

4 Church Council  

11 Don & Connie Waldvogel 

Steve & Chris Stenz 

 

18 The Gleason Family  

 

25 Ken & Shirley Lisowe 

Kelly Brown Family 

 

   


