
 

Mission Statement of this Church 

Ebenezer United Church of Christ is a vibrant faith community that strives to…     

 Serve the spiritual needs of our neighbors. 

 Transform by walking in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 Openly reach out for opportunities to share God’s word at home 

and abroad. 

 Nurture our relationships with God and each other. 

 Empower and embrace faith, hope, and love in God! 

Pastor’s CornerPastor’s CornerPastor’s Corner   

 November is Thanksgiving month. As we prepare for 
Thanksgiving Day we look forward with anticipation to Advent and 
Christmas. We picture days and nights of peaceful snow, moonlight 
on snow, children running and laughing through the snow. We also 
spend some of the time looking back over the year wondering 
where it went. It sometimes seems we are so busy looking forward 
we never get the chance to look back to see where we’ve been. 

 This month take time to remember those people who have 
been a blessing to you. Tell them they have been a blessing. Thank 
God for them and then thank them face-to-face if you can. If 
distance keeps you apart then jot them a note (not an e-mail, write a 
note so they see your handwriting). Thank God for all the blessings 
you have received through the year. 

 For some of you this 
has been a difficult year: 
the death of family 
members, loss of a job, 
estrangement from adult 
children, diminishing  
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 health, increasing stress, wondering if God is punishing you or has forgotten about 
you. If I may take a metaphor and literalize it for a moment: God is my rock and refuge. If I 
am standing next to my rock and fog rolls in so thick that I cannot see the rock does this 
mean my rock has abandoned me? Of course not. As time moves forward the fog lifts and 
my rock has remained steadfast, unmoved by the fog. God remains by your side during these 
difficult months. 

 

Take time this month to sit and remember. Mourn and rejoice. Offer praise to God who gives 
us all good things. 

 

Happy thanksgiving, 

Pastor Mike 

   

MISSION EDUCATION NEWS 

It is that time of the year again! Dust off your favorite cookie and candy recipes! Our 5th 
annual Cookie Walk will be held on December 5th in conjunction with the Christmas House 

Walk. The sale will run from 9 to 2 with all proceeds going to OCWM. Sign up sheets for 
cookies and candy will be in the narthex and we will be sending out reminders too. Cookie 
drop-off will be on Thursday December 3  from 4 to 7 or anytime that week during office 

hours. Happy Baking! 
 

Something new is in the works! The Mission Committee is excited about a  project that we 
will be doing in the month of December in conjunction with the organization FOOD FOR THE 

POOR. Please watch for more details and start saving your chicken feed to help those in 
need! 

 
We will be collecting items for the Eastshore Humane Society again this year. Items always 

needed are cat litter, Purina Cat Chow or Purina Complete, Purina Dog Chow, laundry 
detergent and bleach. Watch for a more detailed list to come. Please help our furry friends! 

 
Just a reminder! Please keep us in mind when cleaning the house or sorting through clothes 
that the children have outgrown, Our rummage room is open and ready for your donations. 

We will also pick up large items or anything that you may need help with. No TVs please. 
 

Any questions about these projects, call Jeanne at 920-203-4137 or Nan at 920-418-0149.     
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Council Minutes: October 18, 2015 

 

Meeting called to order at 10:40.  Members present: Karen Cmejla, Andrea DuWell, 

Steve Stenz, Stephanie Adamietz, Kelly Kress, , and Pastor Mike.  Members not 

present: Nicole Moore and Tiffany Porche.  Steve made a motion to approve the 

September minutes as well as the agenda for today.  Stephanie seconded.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Finances Report: 

Our September revenue is $9,907. 

Our September expenditures are $12,195. 

Our general fund balance as of September 30, 2015 is $7,542. 

Our current balance is $256,507. 

Kelly made a motion to accept the financial reports and approval to pay the bills.  

Andrea seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Committee Reports 

Christian Ed/Music-  

Christian Ed will be doing our annual “Trunk or Treat” on October 25th 

after church with a light lunch to follow. The committee is looking for 

people to donate their Halloween decorated trunks with candy pieces to 

give the trick-or-treaters.  Please stay for the luncheon afterwards! 

Christmas Bell Concert, Miracle Unravelled,  will be on December 6th.  

Evangelism- If you are interested in volunteering your smiles and a little bit of 

time during service, please talk to Pastor or Edith for ushering. 

Mission- There will be a meeting on Tuesday at 6:00 here at church to discuss 

the cookie bake sale. 

Property- With our past and present experiences of bats, the committee 

continues to look into costs for an exterminator to take care of this problem. 

 
Cont. on pg. 5 
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Old Business 

Youth Group- our first youth group meeting will be on Wednesday, October 21 from 6-

7:30 in the fellowship hall.   

Search committee continues to search. The one possible candidate ended up taking 

another position elsewhere.  

Stewardship Committee- No new news 

Evangelism Committee- The committee met and had great discussion. Pastor will be 

sending out another date of when  

West Fellowship Halls entrance doors- We have one quote for the doors, but we 

would like another one or two. We were hoping to get the doors replaced before 

winter, but not sure if we will be able to raise the money for it or not, especially since 

our expenses are not being met month-to-month. 

 

New Business 

There is an issue with the phone number on the account for the debit card. Karen will be 

figuring this out. 

We will be getting the new routers and access ports early this week.  Brian Adamietz will 

be installing this when it comes so we can have Wi-fi throughout the church so 

Internet can be access throughout the church, including the fellowship hall, the 

sanctuary, and in the basement. 

Another IT company will be coming October 30th sometime to give us another estimate.  

Karen will be looking into getting an estimate for stretching the carpet in the front and 

back of the sanctuary. The carpet is very wavy and needs to be redone. Kelly will 

also be asking L&B Cleaning service for an estimate to clean all the carpets in the 

church and the couches and chairs in the lounge and the Narthex. 

 

Next council meeting will be Sunday, November 15th, following the church service.  

Stephanie made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kelly seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting 

was adjourned at 11:35. 

 

Council Secretary, 

Andrea DuWell 
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Being a Warm and Friendly Worshiper 
 

The first impression a visitor has when they walk into church on Sunday morning 
is the most important impression they will have the entire morning. Did they see 
a smiling face as they entered the church? Did someone come over and greet 
them with a handshake and say, “Welcome to Ebenezer. We are so happy to have 
you with us today.” Did someone show them where the restrooms are located, 
the sanctuary and the church office? Did someone invite them to stay after the 
service and enjoy a bite to eat something to drink and a time of fellowship? 
 

These are simple gestures that say much about the church. Are we really friendly 
and welcoming or do we just think we are such? As we experience continued 
growth we have to become intentional about greeting people and making them 
fell welcome.  
 

What do you do if someone new sits next to you in the pew? Extend your hand 
and welcome them. Tell the visitor your name. Let them know a little about the 
service. If they have a child please tell them the child is welcome to come 
forward during the Children’s Time.  
 

Perhaps the scariest thing for people is what to do if they aren’t sure if the 
person they are approaching is a member. What I do is either extend my hand or 
put my hand on their shoulder and say, “I’m sorry, you look familiar but I simply 
can’t remember your name.” It is rare that a person will be offended if you offer 
an apology as you greet someone.  
 

Finally, November 29, the first Sunday of Advent, we’ll have our new nametags 
ready. Name tags help everyone remember names; visitors and longtime 
members. I’ll be wearing mine! 
 

These are a few easy steps to make Ebenezer even more friendly and welcoming. 
Please practice this next Sunday. You’ll be surprised how easy it is and how many 
conversations you’ll begin. 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 
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Thank You 
 

I thank many different people and groups for their efforts to make the start of the church 
school year a smooth transition from the lazy days of summer. 

 

 Christian Education: the classes have been flawless, the kids energetic and the 

teachers out of this world. 

 

 Bell Choir: Thanks to all in the Bell Choir for the music offered during worship. Your 

seemingly easy offerings to the church add a time of centering to all in attendance. 

 

 After service food and drink: Thank you to all who schedule the groups and 

everyone who makes the fellowship time one that is filled with conversation and friendship. 

 

 Ushers: You almost always make the first impression for visitors. Thank you for your 

smiles and attention to our guests. 

 

 The Council: You have taken steps to get WiFi into the church helping Happy Hour 

and eventually our Sunday morning worship to use new resources making the services even 
more interesting. 

 

 The Church Office: Heather and her weekly volunteers (Terry and Linda) put 

together each Sunday bulletin and makes sure they are ready for distribution. 

 

Peace and grace to all of you. 

Pastor Mike 
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 NOTES FROM THE MUSIC CORNER… 

The handbell season is off to a great start with 9 regular ringers and several on 
the substitute ‘list’.  We welcome Riley Schneider as a regular.  Riley as well as 
several others take advantage of the extra ‘jump start’ time by coming at 6 PM to 
practice techniques and get extra practice on the group’s 
selections.  They’re extra prepared when the entire group 
begins rehearsal at 6:30.  Skyler Goerl is now coming prior to 
the ‘jump start’ (5:30) to learn the beginning techniques.  It 
would be wonderful to have any other possible curious 
ringers to come at that time. 
 The bell Christmas concert is tentatively planned for 
Sunday, Dec. 6 at 3 PM.  Watch for details 
 We’re still looking for volunteers to join the Chancel Choir.  We have 5 
people that have expressed enthusiasm so far, let’s try to have a group going for 
Christmas!!!  Please let Karen or Elaine know if you’re interested. 
 The proposed updating of the organ may have to be on hold as the 
technician, Tom Salzman, had open heart surgery.   We wish him well.  
 
 

FYI 
 

Joan Woelfel conducts 5 worship services per month at nursing home 
and senior residences.  Following are the scheduled dates and places: 
2nd & 3rd Wednesdays – Chilton Care Center (Atrium Post Acute Care) 
(Nov. 11 & 18);  2nd Thursday – Homestead ( Atrium Post Acute Care) 
(Nov. 12);   3rd Monday – Century Ridge (Nov. 16);   3rd Friday -   
Willowdale (Nov. 20). 
Elaine assists her with the music.  The residents and facilities are very 
appreciative of these services.  Please feel free to join any relatives and 
friends at any one of these services. 



        Page 8 

 

Newsletter 

Articles 
Please get your articles to Heather by the 

3rd Tuesday of the month so she can get 
the Eagle published before the start of the 

next month. That means the deadline for 
the December 2015 Eagle is Tuesday, 
November 17. Weekly bulletin 

announcements are due each Tuesday 
morning. 

November  USHERS 

1: Church Council 

   8: Sunday School 

15: Ken & Shirley Lisowe, Kelly Brown & 

Family 

22: Vern & Ann Gasch, Dean & Ellie Papend-

ieck 

29: Brian & Stephanie Adamietz Family 

        Office Hours 

 MONDAYS  

                  TUESDAYS 

 WEDNESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

 

11 AM to 4 PM 

A Quick Note about Applause 
I believe applause during the worship service is a good practice as long as we are 
acknowledging that the music or vocals has brought us closer to God, enriching our worship 
experience. Sometimes, especially with our children we applaud to show them we appreciate 
their efforts and encourage them to explore and develop their God given gifts. 

 One time during the worship service that I believe applause isn’t appropriate is at the 
conclusion of the preparatory hymn for Communion. While the Bell Choir may have chosen 
and performed a wonderful piece of music and their efforts are appreciated, the more 
important aspect of the music is that it is bringing us to a time of deep personal connection 
with Christ. The sacredness of that time can be disturbed for many people when applause 
follows the music. 

 A personal greeting after the service with people from the choir may be the best way 
to show your appreciation for the music they have shared. 

Peace,   Pastor Mike  
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November  Birthdays 
If your birthday was missed, please let the 
office know so we can get it right next time. 

Abigail Sattler   06                                                  

Pamela Schneider  07   

Don Sattler    07 

Ashley Schneider  08                 

Bruce Alten    11                                                                                                                                        

Jean Reichwald   15    

Janene Van Hoorn  15                                

Ruth Aebischer   17 

 

Linda Edgington                    17                                            

Ed Dedering   21        

Joyce Goeldi   21        

John Schroeder   22   

  Come and “Like” us on Facebook!   
  Just search for “Ebenezer UCC Chilton”  

 

REMINDER:   
Copies of the daily devotional guide, “The Upper 

Room”,  are  in the church narthex book rack.  It is 
available in both regular and enlarged print.  

 

If you are interested in donating flowers to be displayed in the front of 
church, please write your name next to the date you would 
like to donate on the sign-up sheet located on the all in the 
Narthex hallway.  Also, please notify Heather as to what the 
special occasion is for so she may include this in the bulletin.  

 

Directories have arrived!  Please pick yours up in the church office at 
your earliest convenience!   And please cross you name off the list that 

is with them. 
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Rod   Jane       Joan Louise     Sharon  
David  Sheri  John Mark  Pat  
 Pam   David   
Marlene     Larry 

Due to privacy laws, we can 
no longer list last names of 
members of our congregation 
on the prayer list above 
because our Eagle goes on the 
church website which can be 
viewed by anyone on the internet.  Thank 
you. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION / WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
 The committee met after worship on Sept. 27.  All members expressed their delight 
with the attendance and enthusiasm on rally Sunday, Sept. 13.  32 children are enrolled in 
Sunday School, including 4 confirmands that attend class with Pastor Mike on Monday.  
‘Trunk or Treat’ will be held after worship on Oct. 25.  The congregation is invited to ‘visit’ or 
participate with a trunk treat.  A light lunch will follow.  Sounds like fun, bring your friends!  
The 2nd Sunday of each month will again feature Pastor Mike’s special emphasis on youth 
sermon with students participating in various aspects.  The Sunday School Christmas 
program will be during worship on Dec. 20. 
 Reaction to the visiting vocal groups during August was very positive.  The Sharon 
Bethel Quartet sent a gracious ‘thank you’ note to express their appreciation for the warm 
welcome and the monetary token they received from Ebenezer –  the ‘thank you’ note is 
posted on the bulletin board.  We would welcome a visiting group again next year when 
Gospel Fest is held.  It continues to be a goal to recruit at least 10 of our members to resume 
a chancel choir.  Please let Karen or Elaine know if you are interested.  At present 5 people 
have indicated an interest.  
 The ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve worship will be on November 25 at 6:30 PM at St. 
John’s UCC in New Holstein.  Thank you to Mary Thompson for keeping the live plants green 
and growing and adding seasonal accents to the planters in the narthex.  Thanks to Don & 
Diane Sattler for the window fall decorations.  Watch for upcoming dates to put up Advent 
decorations – Advent begins Nov. 29 
Members present: Pastor Mike, Shirley Lisowe, Bea Pingel, Tiffany Porche, Don & Diane 
Sattler, Kristi Schnell, Mary Thompson, Elaine Hessil 

THE PURPOSE  STATEMENT OF THIS CHURCH 

Loving, living, and serving faithfully – uniting God 
and our neighbors. 

                          
 Scrip 
 

Please keep in mind to buy scrip if you plan 
on making a shopping trip, gassing the car, or 
having dinner out!!  It helps our church meet 
our goals! 

United  Community 
 

We have partnered with United Community to 
help raise funds needed to help our church.  We 
are using the funds towards our OCWM 
contributions and the General Fund.  Many of you 
have been using your United Community Card at 
the partnered businesses and we thank you for 
doing that.  If you do not have a United 
Community card and would like more information 
on how to obtain one, please contact the church 
office at 849-4331.   



 

November  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

 1  All Saint’s Day 

Sunday School  

8:30 AM 
9:30 am  Worship 
(Communion) 
Evang. Cmt. Mtg 
after service 

2 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

3 
Church office 
open  

11-4 

4 
Church office 
open 11-4 

 
Handbell Prac-
tice 6:30PM 
Extra Help 6PM 

5 
Church office 
open  

11-4 

6 

Office Closed 

7 

 

  8  

Children’s Sunday 

Sunday School 8:30 

AM 
9:30 am  Worship 
 
Spanish Ministry  
3 PM 

9 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

10 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

 

 
 

11 
Church office 
open 11-4 
 
 
Handbell Prac-
tice 6:30PM 
Extra Help 6PM 

12 
Church office 
open 11-4 

 

8:30 am 
Men’s Brkfst @ 
7 Angels 

13 

Office Closed 

 

 

14 

 

 15 

Sunday School 8:30 

AM 
9:30 am  Worship 
Council Mtg after 
service 

 
Spanish Ministry  
3 PM 

16 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

17 

Church office 
open 11-4 

Eagle Articles 
Due 

18 
Church office 
open 11-4 
 
Handbell Prac-
tice 6:30PM 
Extra Help 6PM 
 
Youth Group 6-
7:30pm 

19 

Church office 
open 11-4 

 

Women’s 
Guild 1pm @ 7 
Angels 

20 

Office Closed 

 

21 

 

22 

Sunday School 8:30 

AM 
9:30 am  Worship 
Spanish Ministry  
3 PM 
 
 

23 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

24 
 
Church office 
open 11-4 

 

25 
 
Church office 
open 11-4 

Thanksgiving 
service 6:30 
@ St John’s 
UCC New Hol-
stein 

26 

Thanksgiving 

27 

Office Closed 

 

28 

 

29 

Sunday School 8:30 

AM 
9:30 am  Worship 
Pringle Baby/Home 
Shower 
 
Spanish Ministry  
3 PM 

30 

Church office 
open  

11-4 

     

 


