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Mission Statement of this Church 

Ebenezer United Church of Christ is a vibrant faith community that strives to…     

 Serve the spiritual needs of our neighbors. 

 Transform by walking in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 Openly reach out for opportunities to share God’s 
word at home and abroad. 

 Nurture our relationships with God and each other. 

 Empower and embrace faith, hope, and love in God! 

Pastor’s Corner 

Dear Friends, 
 

I sense snow is just around the corner. The temptation with cold 
temperatures and several inches of snow on the ground is to stay 
indoors and go out only when necessary. Something else is just 
around the corner but this doesn’t make us want to stay indoors by 
ourselves. This event calls us to leave the isolation of our homes and 
gather as a community. Advent is around the corner. 
 

The season of Advent marks the beginning of a new church year. 
Advent is a time of preparation as we await the coming of the Christ 
child. 
 

Outside the temperatures drop and the snow falls. Inside the church 
we hear the stories of Mary, 
Joseph, Elizabeth, and 
Zechariah. Inside the church 
we sing hymns of preparation 
and celebration. 
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Outside the church we are told to consume, purchase and hand over the credit card. Inside 
the church we are told of the coming of the One who will bring the presence of God in a way 
we have never imagined, who will love us beyond our ability to imagine. 
 

Outside the church we push and shove and frantically try to get to the best sales. Inside the 
church we wait while messengers prepare the way of the Lord so that we may receive the 
greatest gift of all. 
 

Outside the church we look for the best product at the lowest cost. Inside the church we 
celebrate the coming of the ultimate gift of love embodied in a tiny infant born in a small 
town to a poor couple. 
 

Outside the church we redeem coupons for trinkets. Inside the church our loving Creator 
redeems our lives. 
 

As the temperatures drop and the snow banks climb higher, where would you rather be? 
 

Peace and Grace, 

Pastor Mike 

Confirmation Class 

If you have arrived early at church these past weeks you may have heard the Confirmation 

Class in the upstairs area in the Narthex. We meet each Sunday from 8:35 – 9:15 AM.  
 

During December we will spend our time together learning about Christmas; its history, what 
the Bible tells us, and what the culture adds to the story. December 15 we will take Pastor 

Mike’s Christmas test. No confirmand has passed the test! We’ll see how this group fares. 

December 22 we take Pastor Mike’s Christmas Hymn test. 
Everyone passes this test. It is fun and always produces lots of 

laughs. If anyone would like to join us taking either test just let me 

know and we can have fun together! 
 

Peace, 

Pastor Mike 

 



3rd  ANNUAL 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE/CANDY WALK 

Saturday, December 7, 2013  10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

(Same day and time as Christmas House Walk) 

Ebenezer United Church of Christ 

44 W. Washington Street, Chilton 

(Fellowship Hall) 

  Take the worry out of Christmas baking.  Stop by and purchase   homemade cookies and candies 
and be prepared for the holidays!   (Cookies and candies will be pre-packaged and priced.) 

We are also having a drawing for a 19 piece ceramic hand painted beautiful 
Nativity Scene. 

Participate in the CHRISTMAS HOUSE WALK  and receive a $1.00 off coupon on 
cookies and candy! 

           Sponsored by Ebenezer U.C.C. Mission Education Committee 

Any questions or for preorders,  

call Jeanne at 920-203-4137 or Nan at 920-418-0149 
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December  1 

Church Council 

December 8 

Sunday School 

December 15 

John & Jane Schroeder 

Glen & Rita Pingel 

December 22 

Ken & Shirley Lisowe 

Kelly Braun Family 

December 29 

Vern & Ann Gash 

Chris, Colleen & Patrick Marx 

CHRISTMAS COOKIE/CANDY WALK  
DROP OFF 

DECEMBER 5th, 2013, 3:30pm – 7:00pm 
Cookie/candy donations drop off is 
on December 5th from 3:30pm - 
7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  If you 
need someone to pick up your baked 
goods, please call Jeanne @ 920-203-
4137 or Nan @ 920-418-0149 to make 
arrangements.  Thanks so much for 
your help!! 



 

 
FIVE COMMITMENTS FOR SEARCH COMMITTEES  

A Faith Commitment . . . The task of the Search Committee is very simple and very complex. 
Initially the task is spiritual. Search Committee members make a faith commitment to develop as 
faith-centered, prayer-directed people of God willing to listen to God in the process of seeking a 
new pastor. Search Committee members engage in a 4-Way Covenant—a Covenant with their 
prospective pastor, the congregation, the Conference and Association, and the Holy Spirit.  
A Time Commitment . . . Search Committee members make a time commitment. By the time 
the search process is completed (from first organizational meeting to the calling of a new pastor) 
the committee may have been working together for as little as 9 months or as long as 18-24 
months. Initially most Search Committees meet weekly. Once committees begin considering 
pastoral profiles and scheduling interviews, the frequency of meetings increases. At times the 
Search Committee must travel to hear prospective pastors preach. All in all, it is a significant 
time commitment.  
A Commitment to Confidentiality . . . Search Committee members make a commitment to 
confidentiality. Members must not talk about the content of their work. That is to say, the 
sharing of names of individuals under consideration is a serious breach of process. Even to speak 
in generalities about location or experience or gender can risk folk guessing who the committee 
is considering. The congregation must be kept informed at every step of the process. Sharing 
where the Search Committee is in the process is critical. However, until a final candidate is 
presented, all conversation about any candidates is closely guarded.  
A Commitment to Openness . . . Search Committees make a commitment to genuine 
consideration of all candidates. The commitment involves understanding that the gifts, skills, 
and experience of candidates are primary in determining their ability to serve the congregation.  
A Commitment to Consensus . . . Finally, Search Committee members make a commitment to 
consensus. Members need to be of one mind in recommending their prospective pastor to the 
congregation. Any unreadiness on the part of any member of the 
Search Committee can and often does spell disaster down the road. 
Everyone must be able, with a clear and positive conscience, to 

support and endorse the individual presented before the congregation.  
 
 Please remember each member in your daily prayers.  Pastor 
Mike 
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Sunday Attendance 

I am excited to worship with you! I know that this may sound a bit odd coming from a pastor 
to be excited about worship but take a moment to consider Sunday worship from a pastor’s 
point of view. 
 

The pastor walks into the sanctuary and there are many empty seats. The pews that are filled 
are in the back and those people still have their coats on, the better to quickly leave church 
after the service. The announcements are spoken and there are never new announcements. 
No one offers a prayer during joys and concerns. The hymns are sung quietly. No children to 
be found in the church, they went home after Sunday School. The sermon is met with yawns 
or eyes averted to the walls, ceiling, or shoes. The benediction is said and people stretch. 
Amen is said and it’s a polite rush to the exits. This is a worship service that sucks the energy 
out of the pastor leaving him/her sad as the realization that this whole exercise is to be 
repeated next Sunday. 
 

This is not the case with Ebenezer! The pews are filling more and more each Sunday. People 
are smiling. Coats are off and cast aside. People offer additional announcements. Prayers of 
joy and concern are offered by many people. Hymns are sung with gusto and great volume. 
Children come forward for Pastor Mike’s bag and are they excited!! (The adults are just as 
excited!) The sermon is preached and people pay attention. The 
benediction is offered and no one reaches for a coat or turns so they 
can get out of the pew as fast as possible. People linger in the Narthex 
for food and drink. Stories are shared, smiles exchanged, kids run 
around having the time of their lives. 
 

Is it any wonder why I am excited to worship with you? 
 

Peace and grace, 

Pastor Mike 

 

Newsletter Articles (Part 2) 
 

A small request from Pastor Mike to make life a bit simpler in the office; when 

you have an article for the Eagle, the bulletin, or announcements, if  it is 

possible to send the item by e-mail that would make it easier to get it into the 

right place at the right time and with no mistakes. Thanks! 
 

Pastor Mike 
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Church Council 

Two council member 

positions will be opening 

soon.  Please consider who you 

would like to put forth as nominees.  

The nominees should come from the 

church membership, not the council 

itself.  Also, the council is 

considering 2 year terms (instead of 

four) and a council just made of 

officers, not elders and deacons. 

 

NOTES  FROM  THE  MUSIC  

CORNER 

 
 Every season brings a special venue of music with it and, of course, Advent and Christmas are 
very special.  The bell choir has been diligently practicing “The Twelve Days of Christmas” since 
October to play at the “Sounds of Chilton”.  It is filled with lots of different techniques and surprises!!!  
Karen will present a bell tree selection which she has also been working on since October.  All the 
Chilton choirs will combine their efforts for “Sounds of Chilton” at 7 PM on Friday, December 13.  
General admission seats are available for $7.  Tickets may either be purchased online at http://
www.englercenter.com/OrderTickets.htm  or by calling 1-866-967-8167.  It is always a great way to feel 
the Christmas spirit with all the combined local talent.  
 The combined efforts of five ringers from St. Johns Schwarzwald, one from St. Johns, N. H. and 
six from Ebenezer will take part in the Thanksgiving ecumenical worship.  It is so inspirational to 
gather together!! 
 Ebenezer Brass will be a vital part of the 7 PM Christmas Eve worship and Karen will have a 
Christmas selection or two to offer for various services.  We’re hoping to also have several special 

vocal participants.    
 Congratulations to Hannah Verrier, the recipient of 
the 2013 Jeris Waldvogel scholarship.  Hannah is attending 
Marquette University but we often appreciate her stepping 
in to ring when she is home.  Good luck Hannah as you 
pursue your education! 
 It is so uplifting to hear congregational singing with 
enthusiasm and vigor.   The Holy Spirit truly is present 
when our voices are raised in song!   Keep it up! 
   

Newsletter 

Articles 
Please get your articles to Heather by the 3rd 

Tuesday of the month so she can get the Eagle 
published before the start of the next month. 
That means the deadline for the January 2014 
Eagle is Tuesday, December 17. Weekly 

bulletin announcements are due each Tuesday 
morning. 

Let’s let everyone know what is happening at Chilton’s 
best church! 

http://www.englercenter.com/OrderTickets.htm
http://www.englercenter.com/OrderTickets.htm
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December Birthdays 
 

Kristi Schnell   05                                                          

      

If you have a December birthday, and it was missed, please let the 

office know so we can get it right next time. 

Want to help the church financially but don’t exactly have the funds to do so?  Well, now you 

can at no expense to you.  I am excited to announce that we are rolling out the new United 

Community program. It is a free, simple program to help raise funds for Ebenezer United 

Church of Christ and we are asking for your support.  

Hundreds of area businesses are offering cash back to Ebenezer whenever you make a 

purchase with one of your existing MasterCard or Visa credit or debit cards. With your 

involvement, we can raise substantial funds for our church. It takes a minute to get started 

and we are asking you to register by January 31, 2014!  Our goal is to have at least 75 

members on board with the program and to raise $3,000 for our church in the year 2014!  

Here’s how to get started: 

Visit ucmission.com and click “Join Now” 
Choose to support “Ebenezer United Church of Christ”  
Securely enroll your existing Visa/MasterCard debit and 
credit cards 
Shop at the partnered businesses with your registered 
debit/credit cards 
Raise funds for our church … it’s that simple! 

 
I will be in church the next couple of Sundays set up in the back to help get you enrolled right 

away if you would like to.  It only will take you two minutes.  All you need is your credit card 

that you will be using and an email address.  The rest you don’t have to worry about! 

Thanks in advance for your support and involvement. We are very excited to raise more funds 

to help support our church and we need your involvement to make this happen!  
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Offering Envelopes 
 

You may have noticed a small change 
to your newest set of offering 

envelopes. When you receive your new 
packet of offering envelopes you will 

notice the red sticker that says you are 
almost out of envelopes has been 

moved to the week before you use your 
final envelope. This small change will 
allow Heather to get your new packet 
out to the table before you use your 

last envelope. 
 

This change helps in a couple of ways. 
First, the office will have two weeks to 
get the new envelopes to you. Second, 

you will always have an envelope at the 
ready for your offering, no more 

arriving at church and hoping you have 

new envelopes for that Sunday. 
 

Thanks for the suggestions that have 
helped us make improvements to an 

already good system! 

  Eva  Kris  

  Joyce  Jason 

Tod      Louise 

Dennis Charlaine 

Due to privacy laws, we can no longer list 
last names of members of our congregation on the 
prayer list above because our Eagle goes on the 
church website which can be viewed by anyone on 

the internet.  Thank you. 

                          Scrip 
 

Please keep in mind to buy scrip if 
you plan on making a shopping 
trip, gassing the car, or having dinner 
out!!  It helps our church meet our goals! 

United  Community 
 

We have partnered with United Community to help 

raise funds needed to help our church.  We are using 

the funds towards our OCWM contributions and the 

General Fund.  Many of you have been using your 

United Community Card at the partnered businesses 

and we thank you for doing that.  If you do not have 

a United Community card and would like more 

information on how to obtain one, please contact 

the church office at 849-4331.   

THE PURPOSE  STATEMENT OF THIS CHURCH 

Loving, living, and serving faithfully – uniting God 

and our neighbors. 

 

IMPORTANT 

Attendance at church picks up as we 
approach the holidays. During the summer 
it was easy to write a check or put some 

cash in the offering plate. It is also easy to 
forget about your offering envelopes. 

 

Please remember to pick up and use your 
offering envelopes throughout the year. 
Use of the envelopes ensures your privacy 
and makes recording the correct amount of 
money to the correct person a simpler and 
more accurate task. 
 

Don’t forget to use those envelopes. (If you 
need new envelopes just leave a note or 

call Heather at the church. 
She’ll get new envelopes 
to you for the next 
Sunday.) 
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Council Meeting- November 17, 2013 

Meeting called to order at 10:52.  Members present: Ken Lisowe, Karen Cmejla, Don Waldvogel, Andrea Cmejla, 

Andy Hofmeister, Janene VanHoorn, Tiffany Knoespel, Jane Schroeder and Pastor Mike.  John Schroeder was a 

visitor.  Jane made a motion to approve today’s agenda and the October minutes. Andy seconded.  Motion carried. 

Finances Report 

Our October revenue is $8,558. 

Our October expenditures are $7,413. 

Our general fund balanced as of October 31st is $11,466. 

Our current balance is $50,378. 

Karen made a motion to accept the financial reports and approve the bills for payment in the amount of 

$7,413, as well as payroll of $3,177.89. Andy seconded.  Motion carried.  

Karen made a motion to approve the October treasure reports.  Don seconded. 

Pastoral Reports 

Pastor Mike shared with us a written synopsis of what he has done from mid-October through mid-

November, including funerals, visitations, counseling, and Sunday School/ confirmation. 

Committee Reports 

Christian Ed/Music- Sunday School has started their Christmas program.  The program will be performed on 

December 15th this year. 

Evangelism- Coffee hour for December will not be assigned to anyone.  However, goodies and treats are 

always welcome on your own! J  Thank you in advance!  John Scheorder, Don Waldvogel, and Ruth 

Aebeisher are in the process of updating our church directory.  Please help them by getting in contact 

with one of them or with the church if you have had any changes in your address, email address, or phone 

number; otherwise, phone calls are in the process of being made again. 

Mission- The cookie walk (10am-2pm) and the house walk (11am-4pm) will all be done on December 7th.  The 

sign-up sheet to donate cookies is on the table in the narthex.  Phone calls will also be made to members/

non-members to donate their gifts of baking and to update our contact information for the church 

directory. 

The church will be decorated for Christmas on Saturday, December 7th.  We will begin at 8 AM.  All who 

would like to help are welcome! J 

Women’s Guild- No new news. 

Men’s Breakfast- No new news. 

Property- Ken and his crew continue to work on the parsonage.  The cabinets are finish, painting is done, and 

the countertop will be put in sometime later next week.  The clean-up process will be happening later this 

month and into next month.  It will be rented out after completion.  The congregation will be invited in to 

see the hard work many have dedicated towards the renovation of the house! 

Cont. pg 10 
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Old Business:  

The search committee has received over 80 surveys back from the congregation.  Jane and John 

are continuing to tally the results.  They continue to work on the profile. 

New Business 

The church has been receiving phone calls asking for Happy Hour Nursery.  If this happens, 

Heather will be giving the correct phone number for Happy Hour Nursery. 

Quarterly report will be given starting next year.  Treasure reports will be posted in the back of 

church instead of in the Eagle. 

We are still waiting to hear a reply about getting an AED for the church.  Jane is taking care of it. 

Andrea will be informing the congregation 

starting Sunday, November 24 about 

United Community and how you can help 

support Ebenezer at no cost to you! 

 

***When thinking about your holiday giving this 

year, please keep your church in mind.*** 

 

Next council meeting will be Sunday, December 

15th, following the church service.  Andy made a 

motion to adjourn the meeting. Don seconded.  

Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:10. 

Council Secretary, 

Andrea Cmejla   

Sunday School…   is going great this year!  Our student numbers are up, the 

kids are excited and the teachers are great.  The mission project for the year, Feed My Starving 

Children, has created a lot of enthusiasm and thanks to the students, the congregation and one 

especially generous family in the congregation, we have already collected 

enough quarters to feed 2,600 kids!!!  And we still have the rest of the school 

year to go!  This has far exceeded our expectations and we are all delighted in 

the success of this project.  Thanks to all of you who have participated and we 

hope you will continue to find those quarters and fill those M&M tubes! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 9:30 am 

 Worship 

2 

 

3 

Church office 

open 9-5 

4 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

5 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

6 7 8:00 AM 

Church 

decorating 
10:00 AM–  

2:00 PM Cookie/

Candy/House 

Walk 

8 

 9:30 am 

 Worship 

 

 

9 

  

10 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

11 

Church office 

open 9-5 

12 

8:30 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast @ 7 

Angels 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

13 

 

14 

 

15 

 

9:30 am 

Worship 

Christmas 

Sunday School 

Program 

 

16 

  

 

17 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

Eagle Articles 

Due 

18 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

19 

1:00 pm 

Women’s 

Guild @  

7 Angels 

 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

20 

 

 

21 

 

 

22 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

 

23 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

 

24 

Christmas 

Eve 

Church office 

open 9-3 

7PM & 11PM 

worship 

 

25 

Christmas 

Day  

9:00 worship 

 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

 

29 
   

 9:30 am 

 Worship 

 

30 

Church office 

open 9-5 
 

  

31 

New Year’s 

Eve 

Church office 

open 9-3 

1 

New Year’s 

Day 

Office 

Closed 

 

2 

 

3 4 

            

            


