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Mission Statement of this Church 

Ebenezer United Church of Christ is a vibrant faith community that strives to…     

 Serve the spiritual needs of our neighbors. 

 Transform by walking in Jesus’ footsteps. 

 Openly reach out for opportunities to share God’s 
word at home and abroad. 

 Nurture our relationships with God and each other. 

 Empower and embrace faith, hope, and love in God! 

Pastor’s Corner 

The past three months have been a time of change for you and me. We have 
welcomed each other and begun to form a relationship based in the love of 
Christ. The first few Sunday’s were a time of cautiously exploring what were 
like; warm and friendly or cold and distant, preaching from the pulpit or 
wandering about the sanctuary, intellectual or emotional sermons. So many 
things to learn about one another! We are now mostly able to move beyond 
those initial impressions.  

 

We are moving into a busy autumn. The Search Committee is running at full 
speed. The music program is blessing our services. The Sunday School is loving 
a great group of kids and helping with the worship services. Confirmation is 
underway. We experience the abundant blessings of tasty food after each 
service. We have even more blessings coming our way. 

 

As we approach the end of the year we reflect upon the many blessings we 
have experienced this year. For 
each person and each family the 
list can be long. The church has 
also received many blessings this 
year. The end of the year is also a 
time to look forward to the new 
year.  
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The new year holds much for the church and we are preparing for another year of ministry. 
One of the most important tasks when looking ahead is the preparation of a church budget. 
The budget not only helps us get organized to pay the bills but it also helps us clarify what is 
most important to us in the area of ministry. If we want to do certain ministries we have to 
be prepared to fund that ministry. The budget forces us to set and publicize our priorities. 

 

When we adopt the budget, when we decide what ministries are important to us, we then 
support those ministries. Support can be given by volunteering our time and by giving our 
financial support. Financial support is a bold statement of faith. The weekly offering is a 
declaration that you have hope for the future. You are saying that despite the evidence that 
the world is a broken place there is hope for the future. Your hope is not grounded in the 
stock market or any financial or political system, your hope is grounded in the presence of 
the Holy Spirit. The Spirit, moving among us, brings us into the future that God wants us to 
embrace, a future filled with care for our neighbors as well as ourselves. Sometimes the way 
to make the future a reality is to give to the church, not to simply pay the utilities but to get 
beyond the mundane and move into the area of ministries. The budget and our giving is a 
reflection of our spiritual well-being. Are we confident that the Spirit is with us and with our 
church? 

 

As we approach the new year I encourage each of you to prayerfully examine your amount 
of financial support for the church. Please help to secure the financial foundation of the 
church for our children and for the new settled minister that the important ministries of the 
church are on solid ground. 
 

Pastor Mike 

COOKIE WALK 
3rd  Annual Cookie/Candy Walk is on December 7 and the 
Mission Committee is asking for your help.  We are looking 
for cookie or candy donations.  The cutout cookies are the 
best seller but we also need other varieties of cookies and 
candies as well.  Please contact Jeanne Keuler @ 920-203-
4137 or Nan Popp @ 920-418-0149 if you are able to 
donate your baked goods.  Drop off will be Thursday, December 5th – times to 
follow.  We can also schedule a pickup at your home.  Thanks for your support! 
 



The Pastor’s Search and Call Update 

 

The Search and Call process is a significant part of the 

life of the church. I will have an article in the Eagle 

most months describing a part of the process so 

everyone in the church can become acquainted with the 

commitment your Search Committee members have 

made to the church and to each of you. The Search 

Committee will offer regular updates about the 

progress of the committee. My articles are only supplements to 

their critical updates, work, and regular communications. 

 

The Search Committee will work hard for the church. The 

following description of the commitments of the Committee is 

taken from the UCC Search and Call process. As you can read, the 

commitment of each person to the Committee and to the church 

is significant. 
 

JUST A REMINDER:  Items for the rummage sale can be 

dropped off at the church during office hours all year long. 
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November 3 

Church Council 

 

November 10 

Sunday School 

 

November 17 

Kristi & Ryan Schnell 

Kari See 

Tiffany Knoespel 

 

Noember 24 

Don & Diane Sattler 

Don & Donna Pingel 

Coffee Hour 

 The council would like to extend a 

“thank you” to the committees whom 

have contributed to coffee hour after 

services. We are blessed to have this so-

cial gathering after service and welcome 

any others who wish to contribute ei-

ther with food or set-up and clean-up.  

We thank those who have al-

ready done so. 

Sincerely,      The Council 



 

 
FIVE COMMITMENTS FOR SEARCH COMMITTEES  

A Faith Commitment . . . The task of the Search Committee is very simple and very complex. 
Initially the task is spiritual. Search Committee members make a faith commitment to develop as 
faith-centered, prayer-directed people of God willing to listen to God in the process of seeking a 
new pastor. Search Committee members engage in a 4-Way Covenant—a Covenant with their 
prospective pastor, the congregation, the Conference and Association, and the Holy Spirit.  
A Time Commitment . . . Search Committee members make a time commitment. By the time 
the search process is completed (from first organizational meeting to the calling of a new pastor) 
the committee may have been working together for as little as 9 months or as long as 18-24 
months. Initially most Search Committees meet weekly. Once committees begin considering 
pastoral profiles and scheduling interviews, the frequency of meetings increases. At times the 
Search Committee must travel to hear prospective pastors preach. All in all, it is a significant 
time commitment.  
A Commitment to Confidentiality . . . Search Committee members make a commitment to 
confidentiality. Members must not talk about the content of their work. That is to say, the 
sharing of names of individuals under consideration is a serious breach of process. Even to speak 
in generalities about location or experience or gender can risk folk guessing who the committee 
is considering. The congregation must be kept informed at every step of the process. Sharing 
where the Search Committee is in the process is critical. However, until a final candidate is 
presented, all conversation about any candidates is closely guarded.  
A Commitment to Openness . . . Search Committees make a commitment to genuine 
consideration of all candidates. The commitment involves understanding that the gifts, skills, 
and experience of candidates are primary in determining their ability to serve the congregation.  
A Commitment to Consensus . . . Finally, Search Committee members make a commitment to 
consensus. Members need to be of one mind in recommending their prospective pastor to the 
congregation. Any unreadiness on the part of any member of the 
Search Committee can and often does spell disaster down the road. 
Everyone must be able, with a clear and positive conscience, to 

support and endorse the individual presented before the congregation.  
 
 Please remember each member in your daily prayers.  Pastor 
Mike 
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 The search committee had our first meeting Sept 23
rd
, and discussed with 

Rev. Wille the process of developing a church profile and establishing a profile of 

the church’s ideal minister. At our second meeting, on Oct 8
th
, we began 

developing the church profile- we talked about what the church is looking for in a 

leader and how to involve the congregation in our decision making process.  The 

decision was made to create surveys for the congregation to fill out, so we have 

a better idea of what the members are looking for in a new church leader.  We 

will be handing out this survey on Sunday, Nov 3
rd
 and Sunday, Nov 10

th
. If you 

cannot attend services either day, the following week we will be sending out a 

church-wide email containing the survey. Please fill these out and return them 

no later than Sunday, Nov 17
th
.  

Christmas House Walk 
We’re still wrapping up the details at this time, but be sure to mark your calendar for 

Saturday, December 7 for the Christmas House Walk and Cookie and Candy Walk.  The baked goods 

will be displayed in the Fellowship Hall from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM and the homes will be open for your 

enjoyment from 10:00 AM until 4:00 PM.  Please offer your services by baking favorite holiday treats and 

keep watching for the locations of the homes.  More information on both events will be available shortly. 
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Confirmation Class 
If you have arrived early at church these past weeks you may have heard the Con-
firmation Class in the upstairs area in the Narthex. We meet each Sunday from 8:35 
– 9:15 AM.   During September and early October we spent our time together learning 
about the Bible; it’s history, it’s organization, and how to read it. The last part of Oc-

tober we will be studying prayer; what it is, how to pray privately and publicly.  
Please pray for our Confirmands that they may learn about the church, the 
faith, and themselves.  
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Pastor’s Hours 

Pastor Mike’s  hours are: 

Monday 10:00 am—3:00 pm 

Wednesday  10:00 am– 3:00 pm 

Thursday  10:00 am– 3:00 pm 

Please call ahead to make an  

appointment as he will not always  

be in the office at these times. 

 

NOTES  FROM  THE  MUSIC  

CORNER 

On October 13 Ebenezer Brass played “Perseverance”.  That truly 
is an indication of the commitment and determination that bell playing requires.  We’re 
grateful for the dedication to regular rehearsal and sincere effort that the ringers put in.  
Thank you ringers! 
 Several ringers will again combine their efforts with St. Johns from Schwarzwald 
and possibly St. Johns from New Holstein to play for the ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve 
service on November 27.  It will be held at 7 PM at Schwarzwald.  Last year’s ecumenical 
service was truly uplifting and we are hoping for the same this year.  Perhaps we could 
car pool so if you are interested in going contact Elaine, Pastor Mike or the office.  The 
church is located at 3401 Orchard Rd. , Elkhart Lake (really closer to Howards Grove).  
Take 32 out of Kiel to Ada then left on Orchard Rd.  
 It seems to be coming quickly but we are looking forward to Advent, beginning 
December 1 and to the “Sounds of Chilton” on Dec. 13.  The bell choir is ‘persevering’ in 
preparing a fun but challenging selection for “Sounds”.  Watch for details in the Dec. 

Eagle and in later Sunday bulletins.  
 As you may have noticed, “Peace, I Leave With You, My Friends” 
has been used as a concluding hymn following the benediction for 
about the last month.  It seems to be an appropriate message as we 
depart worship.  Please let Pastor Mike or Elaine know about your 
thoughts on the repetition of this final hymn.  

  

Newsletter 

Articles 
Please get your articles to Heather by the 3rd 

Tuesday of the month so she can get the Eagle 
published before the start of the next month. That 

means the deadline for the December Eagle is 
Tuesday, November 19. Weekly bulletin 

announcements are due each Tuesday morning. 

Let’s let everyone know what is happening at 
Chilton’s best church! 
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November Birthday’s  
Matthew Ausloos  03                                                          

LaVerna Pingel   06   

Abigail Sattler  06                                                  

Pamela Schneider  07   

Don Sattler   07 

Ashley Schneider  08            

Bruce Alten   11                                                                                                                                        

Jean Reichwald   15    

Janene Van Hoorn  15                                

Ruth Aebischer   17 

Linda Edgington        17 

James Brocker   21                                                

Ed Dedering   21 

       

Joyce Goeldi   21    

Eugene Ninedorf  22  

John Schroeder   22        

Kenneth Bowe   23   

Kaitlyn Walch          24          

James Brocker   21                                                

Ed Dedering   21        

Joyce Goeldi   21    

Eugene Ninedorf  22  

John Schroeder   22        

Kenneth Bowe   23   

Are you  “doing it”?  
Don’t worry– it’s not a bad thing.  What we hope you’re all doing is buying scrip through the 

church office.  Right now you might be asking, “What is scrip and what will it cost me?”  Scrip 
is a fundraising opportunity for Ebenezer that costs you nothing more than you would 

normally spend on everyday purchases.  The beauty of scrip is its simplicity.  All you have to 
do is purchase a gift card for groceries or gas or clothes 

or hotels or sport ing goods or– well, the list goes on and on.  
The merchants sell these cards to Ebenezer at a discount and 

that discount is our profit.  Discounts can range from 1% 
up to 12% of your purchase.  So if you order $100.00 in Kwik 
Trip gas cards (they offer 10% discount) the church pockets 
$10.00.  It is just that easy!  A list of all merchant part icipants 

and the discount they offer is available through the office or by asking Kelly Brown, our 
scrip coordinator.  She usually has lots of cards available, however, you can also order ahead 
through her and she will have them there for you the following Sunday.  It’s a great way to 

help out the church by just going shopping!  Who wouldn’t love that? 
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Offering Envelopes 
 

You may have noticed a small change 
to your newest set of offering 

envelopes. When you receive your new 
packet of offering envelopes you will 

notice the red sticker that says you are 
almost out of envelopes has been 

moved to the week before you use your 
final envelope. This small change will 
allow Heather to get your new packet 
out to the table before you use your 

last envelope. 
 

This change helps in a couple of ways. 
First, the office will have two weeks to 
get the new envelopes to you. Second, 

you will always have an envelope at the 
ready for your offering, no more 

arriving at church and hoping you have 

new envelopes for that Sunday. 
 

Thanks for the suggestions that have 
helped us make improvements to an 

already good system! 

  Eva  Kris  

  Joyce  Jason 

Tod      Louise 
  

Due to privacy laws, we can no longer list 
last names of members of our congregation on the 
prayer list above because our Eagle goes on the 
church website which can be viewed by anyone on 

the internet.  Thank you. 

                          Scrip 
 

Please keep in mind to buy scrip if 
you plan on making a shopping 
trip, gassing the car, or having dinner 
out!!  It helps our church meet our goals! 

United  Community 
 

We have partnered with United Community to help 

raise funds needed to help our church.  We are using 

the funds towards our OCWM contributions and the 

General Fund.  Many of you have been using your 

United Community Card at the partnered businesses 

and we thank you for doing that.  If you do not have 

a United Community card and would like more 

information on how to obtain one, please contact 

the church office at 849-4331.   

THE PURPOSE  STATEMENT OF THIS CHURCH 

Loving, living, and serving faithfully – uniting God 

and our neighbors. 

 

IMPORTANT 

Attendance at church picks up as we 
approach autumn. During the summer it 
was easy to write a check or put some 

cash in the offering plate. It is also easy to 
forget about your offering envelopes. 

 

Please remember to pick up and use your 
offering envelopes throughout the year. 
Use of the envelopes ensures your privacy 
and makes recording the correct amount of 
money to the correct person a simpler and 
more accurate task. 
 

Don’t forget to use those envelopes. (If you 
need new envelopes just leave a note or 

call Heather at the church. 
She’ll get new envelopes 
to you for the next 
Sunday.) 
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Ebenezer United Church of Christ 

Treasurer’s Report 
September 30, 2013 

 
August 31, 2013 Balance        $   35,076 
September  Revenues               9,696 
September  Expenses                                  (8,973) 
Bequests and Gifts              13,419 
Ice Cream Social (to be pd. to Women’s Guild in Oct.)                50 
Payroll Taxes Paid in September (Current Liability August)            (387) 
Payroll Taxes to be Paid in Oct.(Current Liability September )             664 
September 30, 2013 Balance        $  49,545 

September  Revenues: 
 General Fund   

  Offering   $   9,076 
  OCWM            176 
  Bulletins                                         20 
  Sunday School                            147 
  Rent                                              225 
  Other(With Ice Crm. Sc. $50)   102 

 Total General Fund Revenues   $   9,746 
***** General Fund Balance 9/30/13     $   10,416 
 *Restricted Funds     $13,419        $   32,384 

 Unrestricted Funds (Memorial Fund)  $     $      6,081  
Total Revenues                $ 23,165 

Balance In Accounts       $   48,881 
Current Liability (September Payroll Taxes Paid in Oct.)             664 
Balance as of September 30, 2013               $   49,545 

 
Our 8/31/13 Balance        $   35,076 
Plus a Net Increase / Income /Expense         14,192   
Difference of Current Liability (Payroll Taxes)                         277 
Equals Our 9/30/13 Balance      $   49,545 

 
*  Restricted Funds:  Bequests & Gifts, Improvement Fund, Sabbatical Fund, 

    Youth Group, J. Wald. Musical Fund, Chancel Choir, Special Offerings 
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Council Meeting- October 20, 2013 

Meeting called to order at 10:41.  Members present: Ken Lisowe, Karen Cmejla, Don Waldvogel, Andrea Cmejla, 

Andy Hofmeister, Janene VanHoorn, and Pastor Mike.  Don made a motion to approve today’s agenda and the 

September minutes. Karen seconded.  Motion carried. 

Finances Report 

Our September revenue is $9,696. 

Our September expenditures are $8,973. 

Our general fund balanced as of September 30th is $10,416. 

Our current balance is $49,545. 

Karen made a motion to accept the financial reports and approve the bills for payment in the amount of 

$8,973. Don seconded.  Motion carried.  

Pastoral Reports 

Pastor Mike shared with us a written synopsis of what he has done from mid-September through mid-

October, including funerals, visitations, counseling, and Sunday School/ confirmation. 

Committee Reports 

Christian Ed/Music- Sunday School’s mission project has collected enough money to serve 2,158 meals so far.  

Keep taking small containers and collecting your quarters.  Empty containers without M&M will also be put 

out for those who do not want the M&M but still want to donate. 

Evangelism- Usher schedule for this year is done.  The Women’s Guild will be doing coffee hour the month of 

October.  The property committee will be doing coffee hour for the month of November.  The council 

would also like to extend a “THANK YOU” to all those who have offered an additional treat during the 

coffee hour.  We are so blessed to have such generous bakers and cooks! 

Mission- No new news. 

Women’s Guild- No new news. 

Men’s Breakfast- No new news. 

Property- Ken and his crew continue to work on the parsonage.  The cabinets are being worked on and 

polished up. 

Old Business:  

The search committee has had 3 meetings so far.  They will be approaching the congregation shortly and give 

a brief update on what is happening. 

New Business 

The church will continue to be an emergency meeting place for Chilton Middle School.  Karen made a motion 

to get a set of keys made to be given to the police department and/or the middle school for access if 

needed.  Janene seconded.  Motion carried 

Andrea will be the church representative for the United Community Fund.  An update will be given next 

month.  Cont. pg 11 
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Cont. from pg. 10   Life Line had contacted the church about using our facilities again this year.  Don moved 

that we do not rent our facilities to Life Line.  Andy seconded.  Motion carried. 

The Salvation Army has asked to use the fellowship hall for toy distribution for about a week in December.  

Don moved that we let the Salvation Army use the fellowship hall for toy distribution.  Andrea seconded. 

The council will be looking for one elder and one deacon for the following year.  If you are interested, please 

see Ken ASAP! J  Thank you in advance! 

The house walk will be the first Saturday of December, December 7th.   

Next council meeting will be Sunday, November 17th, following the church service.  Andy made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting. Andrea seconded.  Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:11. 

Council Secretary, 

Andrea Cmejla 

Sunday Attendance 
It has been wonderful to see the pews filling with more and more people throughout the 
beginning of the autumn. As each person arrives there is a chance for God to touch that 

person either through the sermon, prayers, music, or through a word of love, 
encouragement, or a hug.  

 

Please warmly greet each person you see on Sunday morning. That person may have had a 
terrible week and be on the edge of falling into despair or away from the church. Please be 
the Body of Christ supporting, sustaining, and renewing each other for the trials of life in a 

society that is often hard. 
 

Sunday morning is a time to express love for God, Son, and Holy Spirit by showing love for 
our neighbors whether they be young, old, familiar, or a stranger. Be the person that brings 

love into your neighbor’s heart and life. 

 

Sunday School…   is going great this year!  Our student 

numbers are up, the kids are excited and the teachers are great.  

The mission project for the year, Feed My Starving Children, has 

created a lot of enthusiasm and thanks to the students, the 

congregation and one especially generous family in the congregation, we have 

already collected enough quarters to feed 2,600 kids!!!  And we still have the rest 

of the school year to go!  This has far exceeded our expectations and we are all 

delighted in the success of this project.  Thanks to all of you who have participated 

and we hope you will continue to find those quarters and fill those M&M tubes! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Aviation 

History Month 

 

 

1 

Church office 

open 9-5 

2 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

3 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

1 2 

3 

 9:30 am 

 Worship 

 

Daylight Savings 

Time Ends 

4 

  

5 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

Election 

 day 

6 

Church office 

open 9-5 

7 

8:30 am 

Men’s 

Breakfast @ 7 

Angels 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

9:30 am 

Worship 

 

 

11 

  

 

12 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

13 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

14 

1:00 pm 

Women’s 

Guild @  

7 Angels 

 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

9:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

19 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

Eagle Articles 

Due 

 

 

20 

Church office 

open 9-5 

 

 

21 

 

6:30 Handbell 

Rehearsal 

22 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 
   

 9:30 am 

 Worship 

 

25 
  

  

26 

Church office 

open 9-5 

27 

Church office 

open 9-5 

28 

Thanksgiving 

 

29 30 

            

            


